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My similitude in comparison with the other
prophets before me, is that of a man who
has built a house completely and excellently
except for a place of one brick. When peaple
see the house, they admire its beauty and say:
How splendid the house will be if the missing
brick is put in its place!

So | am that brick, and | am the

last of the Prophets.

Muhammad
(peace be upon him}

(Marrated by Bukhari 4,734, 4.735)




Disclaimer &
Important Notes

When Muslims mention Muhammad's name, itis a religious
requirement to show respect and say "God's Mercy, Blessing
and Peace be upon him" In this book and many other
books or publications dealing with Prophet Muhammad, it
is abbreviated as (pbuh) “peace be upon him" and in Arabic
it is written like this { % I

However, since this is a summarized pocket guide where
Prophet Muhammad's name is frequently mentioned, it is
skipped in some locations so that to save space and not to
distract non-Muslim readers. Mo disrespect is intended.

This pocket guide refers in several locations to God as "Allah"
{personal name of God). This name is not to be used to
denote to any other beings. It is a religious requirerment that
any publication containing the name of God (Allah) must be
dealt with respect and must be kept in proper places.

On the other hand, whenever the word God or Lord is
mentioned in this pocket guide, it means Allah (exalted be
He).

Muslims believe in one God (one deity] who created the
world, the earth, the heavens, the cosmos and all beings (all
mations and all worlds).

According to lslamic belief, God has many attributes or names
that describe Him and His deeds such as the Loving (Al-
Wadud in Arabic), The Holy (Quddous in Arabic and Qadosh
or hakkadosh "The Holy One” in Hebrew), The One {Ahad in
Arabic and Echad in Hebrew), The Peace (Salam in Arabic,
Shalam in Hebrew). However, His main Name is Allah, exalted
be Him.

In Hebrew God is called "Elohim” and in Aramaic God is
called “Elah - Alaha". The first chapter in the Holy Qur'an "The
Opener” introduces God in the following words: “Praise be
to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful”,

The word “Makkah"which is the city where Muhammad (pbuh)
was born is spelled as"Meccain many text books. Both spellings
are used in this book. The city of Makkah is located in the valley
of Bakkah which spells “Becca” in the Old Testament. Also, the
word "Madina" indicates the city where Muhammad {pbuh}
migrated to. In Arabic it is called "Al Madinah Al Munawwarah”
which means the enlightened city.

Information provided in this pocket guide was obtained
from authentic sources according to the best knowledge of
the author. In case typos or other mistakes were found they
would have happened undeliberately. Readers may email
their comments to the given contact details in this pocket
guide,
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Foreword

ALNOOR

HZLDINGS

The life of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) is still unknown to many people around the
waorld. Despite the fact that many text books have
been written about him and his teachings, the
media has played a negative role in conveying a
distorted picture about him.

Dur production of Muhammad pocket guide aims
to present the Prophet of Islam objectively to all
people worldwide particularly non Muslims and
help them obtain a comprehensive, simplified,
authentic overview about his character and
teachings.

We endeavour to achieve our goals by providing
precise and concise information in a simple
entertaining pictorial style with the highest
international standards.

ALNOOR is an ambitious media group that was
established to provide inspirational, value added
and responsible textual and visual material. We
have positioned ourselves as an all-encompassing
global media organisation to effectively penetrate
local, regional and international markets with
content that is highly appealing and inspirational
to the respective audiences. With our international
production and animation divisions we focus
on producing high quality material including
international films, series and documentaries.

Ahmad Al Hashemi
Chairman, ALNOOR Holdings

Foreword
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| feel honored to have had the time and capabilities
to compile this pocket guide about Muhammad
(peace be upon him) the man who enlightened the
hearts of millions of people around the world and
brought them to faith and submission to One God:
the Lord of the worlds and all beings.

| spent a very enjoyable time writing and assembling
this pocket guide, during which | learnt that a good
piece of work needs time and dedication. Facts are
precious things and need personal proximity and
ambitious effort to record them.

This project (producing the pocket guide] brought
me closer to the life, sayings and deeds of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). | love him and admire him. The more
| knew and understood his teachings and way of life, the
more motivated | became to present his teachings and
sayings to the world in a simple and reliable way.

Muhammad: the man who devoted his life for a
noble cause and described himself humbly as the
final brick that completed a beautiful building,
which represented all prophets and messengers
God sent to humanity, to guide them to the truth
and protect them from falling astray. This process
began from Adam the father of humanity followed
by many prophets and messengers (who are
recognized by Jews, Christians and Muslims) such as

A Word From The Author
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Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Zachariah, John
the Baptist and Jesus (peace and blessings be upon
them all).

It is surprising to many readers that Islam has
no special rites or rituals related to Muhammad
himself. Pilgrimage to the sacred mosgue in
Mecca, it is mainly Abrahamic. Prophet Abraham
had presented one of the greatest example (in the
history) for practical submission to God.

After 21 years of hard work and persistence, Prophet
Muhammad purified this house from idols and
paganism. He restored its original purpose; a house
purely for Allah the Lord of the worlds and all
beings, where all believers come to worship Him.

Muhammad (pbuh) revered all true prophets
and messengers that came before him and
acknowledged Jesus with a special honor, when
he gave glad tidings to all believers, that Jesus will
return one day before the end of life on the earth.
He will fight evil, end conflicts and unite all believers
in God under his banner. Muhammad (pbuh) asked
all Muslims to follow Jesus when he returns and
beware of the false messiah.

This pictorial pocket guide is written in a friendly
language with an illustrative easy reading style. It
is specially written for tourists who visit the Muslim

World or Islamic tourist places and would like to
get brief information about the prophet of Islam
from Islamic sources. Muhammad, the man who
didn't claim to create a new religion but presented
himself as the Messenger of God.

The pocket guide is divided into color coded
chapters which consist of bold titled paragraphs
for easy reading and quick referencing.

| am deeply indebted and profoundly grateful to Mr.
Mohammed Dib Abul Razzak, Mrs. Sylvana Mahmic,
Mrs. Vicki Snowdon, Dr. Zachariah Mathews, Mr,
Peter Gould, Mr. Cyrille Bouzy, Mr. Mehmet Ozalp,
Mr. Ali Daher, Ghada Khafagy, Farhat AlKindy and
all individuals who contributed with wvaluable
comments to enhance the presentation of the text
and contents of the pocket guide.

Also | would like to thank Al-Madinah Research
and Studies Center, Madinah - Saudi Arabia for the
information, historical data and photos provided.

Dr. Husam Deeb

A Word From The Author
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John Adair
Author of “The Leadership of Muhammad? Chalr of Leadership
Studies United Nations System Staff College in Tuvin

Testimonials

» - t. I “In Islamic thought, model leaders were simultaneously
4 , '-1" - L both exalted and humble, capable of vision and inspiration,
- e o) P yetatthe sametime dedicated tothe service of their people.
. =~ .—‘ 1 As you read these pages, you will, | hope, be able to judge

h - for yourself just how close Muhammad comes to this ideal.

My argument in this book is that this ideal -glimpsed more
than once in the life of the Prophet Muhammad - accords
well with what we know to be the universal truth about
the nature and practice of leadership.”
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Testimonials

William Montgomery Watt
{1908 - 2006} A Scottish histarian and Emeritus Professor
in Arabic and lslamic Studies ar the Unlversity of
Edinburgh. Authar of * Mubammed at Mecoa Oxfiord,
1953, o, 52

"His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the
high moral character of the men who believed in him and
looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate
achievement - all argue his fundamental integrity. None of
the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated in the
West as Muhammad.”
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Mahatma Gandhi
{1869 - 1948) A political and spiritual leader of the Indian
independence movement

“lwanted to know the best one who holds today undisputed
sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. | became more
than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place
for Islam in those days in the scheme of life.

It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self-effacement
of Prophet Muhammad, the scrupulous regard for his
pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers,
his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God
and in his own mission. When | closed the second volume
(of the book about his life) | was sorry that there was not
mare for me to read about his great life.”

Alphonse de Lamartine

(1790 - 1869} Poet, writer and paditician

Histeire Qe La Turquile, Par's, 1854, Vol I, Pp. 276-277
“Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, congueror
of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without
images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of
one spiritual empire. That is Muhammad. As regards all
standards by which human greatness may be measured,
we may well ask, is there any man greater than him?".

William Durant
{1885-1981} Mistorian, philosopher and writer. Author of
“The Story of Chwllization] part 4, vol 4, o, 25

“His name, meaning, “highly praised,” lent itself well to
certain Biblical passages as predicting his advent.
Muhammad was never known to write anything himself;
he used an amanuensis. His apparent illiteracy did not
prevent him from composing (i.e. conveying the Haly
Qur'an which was revealed to him and regarded as) the
most famous and eloguent book in the Arabic tongue, and
from acquiring such understanding of the management of
men as seldom comes to highly educated persons”.

Note: The word armanuensis means someone who writes what is dictoted to him.
Willigm Durant wsed the word “composing” which is unacceprable from the lshamic

perspective as Muslims believe the Holy Gur'an is a literal Divine revelarion from Allah
(The Lord af oll beings) to Muhammod throwgh Archange! Gebriel,

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

{1743 - 1832) A great Ewrcpean poet, Noten und
Abhandlurmgen zum Weststiichen Dvan, WAL 7. 32

"He is a prophet and not a poet and therefore his Qur'an
is to be seen as Divine Law and not as a book of a human
being; made for education or entertainment”.

Testimonials
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Thomas Carlyle
{1795 - 1887} Histevian, philosapher and author of “Heroes
ard Hero Warship and the Heroic in Histary”

“How one man single-handedly, could weld warring tribes
and wandering Bedouins into a most powerful and civilized
nation in less than two decades”.

Note: Thamas Carlyle made an attempl to draw o plcture of the development of
turan intellect by wsing histarical people s coordinates and accorded the Prophet
Muhammad a special place in the baok under the chapter title *Hero as a Prophet in his

wark, Carlyle declared his admiration with a passionate champlonship of Mubammad
as a Hegelian agent of reform.

Reverend Reginald Bosworth Smith
{Mohammid and Mohammedanism, London, 1874, p. 92}

“Head of the state as well as the Church, he was
Caesar and Pope in one; but, he was Pope without
the Pope's claims, and Caesar without the legions of
Caesar, without a standing army, without a bodyguard,
without a palace, without a fixed revenue, If ever any
man had the right to say that he ruled by a right Divine,
it was Muhammad, for he had all the power without
instruments and without its support, He cared not for
dressing of power. The simplicity of his private life was
in keeping with his public life”,

19

Dr. Salman Bin Fahad Al Audah and a group of scholars

“Thiz is He Messenger of Allah"” publication by the “International Support Organization
for Prophet Mubammad (phbuh)

“The life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is a great
experience of success that all humanity can learn and
benefitfrom, not anly Muslims. His social, political, religious
and economical success was not because of extraordinary
miracles that made his life easy, however, he achieved a
genuine success based on hard work, struggle, effort,
commitment, competence, love, sincerity and faith. His 23-
year-experience was rich in various events and endeavors.
He won battles and lost others. He experienced paverty
and richness, fear and security. Out of all he successfully
conveyed God's Message to mankind.

Muhammad {pbuh) didn't just call for faith in One God but
he brought a “Message” for every individual to add value to
his/her life and a"Message"for every family to be happy and
a"Message” for every society to reinforce brotherhood and
a "Message” for every nation to emphasize solidarity and
development and a “Message” for humanity to strengthen
knowledge, love and cooperation.”
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D—/;-D This is the word Muhammad in Arabic

written in a formative style. It looks like the upper part
of a mosque with a dome in the middle. Please note
the dome is the letter “h" in the word "“Muhammad”.
The lower part of the mosque is formed from the
sentence “rasoolu-Allah” US> which means
the “Messenger of God".

The hexagon is formed from the Arabic word
"Muhammad" being written in a different style of
Arabic calligraphy and repeated 6 times.

Courtesy of Flastic Artist Farid Al-Ali
In Arabic, the word " Muhammad” means the person who is

highly, frequently and repeatedly praised for his good deeds.
Therefore, he is a praiseworthy person.
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Muhammad's companions described him as a handsome
person with prominent forehead, high tipped nose, long
eyelashes, large black eyes with well setteeth and apleasant
smile. He had slightly curly hair and a thick beard.

His companions indicated that he had a friendly bright
face that looked like a full moon. He did not laugh loudly;
his laugh was mostly a smile that would show his teeth a
bit like hailstones. His cheerfulness and open personality
were felt by all people.

| ~ A Muhammad's Character and Attributes B~
D | @5 | What did he look like? o
|
“ R E "-‘.i Muhammad (peace be E
u Y upon him) was a white o
; @“ man with a rosy tinge. h L
m b Lo 5 He was of a height a little T
e - 1 above the average. He
Py . - was well built with broad
w p \Es shoulders. His belly never
Y ) protruded out of his chest
: " '@ 4 profile. He used to walk
] f =l briskly and firmly, lifting
U ' > each foot off the ground.
0 s
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His nature
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was

unfailingly cheerful, easy going by nature,and
mild mannered. He was not a clamorous loud
mouth, nor a repeater of obscenities. He was
not a fault finder, nor did he overly praise the
others.

The way he spoke

Muhammad (peace be upon him) did
not speak unnecessarily and what he said was always to the
point and without any padding. His sayings were precise
and concise having complete meaning in few words, He
spoke with excellence, and there was no excess init and no
abnormal brevity.

When he emphasized a point, he used to repeat it thrice
with a gesture, He spoke of nothing unless he hoped a
reward from God for it. He told his companions:

"l am a guarantor for a house in the heart of the Paradise
for those who quit arguing even if they were right and | am

a guarantor for a house in the middle of the Paradise for |

those who quit lying even if they were kidding and | am a
guarantor for a house in the highest part in the Paradise for
those who behave with good manners” (Sahih Abu Dawood)

25

His passions

He kept his feelings under firm control.
When annoyed, he would turn aside ar

keep silent. When someone commits

an act that violates God's Law, he

used to show serious anger and firm
stand. No one would stand against his
anger when matters of the Lord’s truth were

opposed, until he had triumph, but he would never get
angry for his own sake.

How did he deal with people?

Muhammad (peace be upon him) was always the first to
greet the others and would not withdraw his hand from a
hand shaker till the other man withdrew his.

Whoever saw him unexpectedly would admire and revere
him. And whoever socialized or associated with him
familiarly, loved him. He was gentle by nature. He was
neither coarse nor disdainful of anyone,

When he looked at the others, he looked at them in full
face. If someone called him he didn't turn his face only, but
gave attention with his whole body.

His Character




His Character
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When he would go to visit a group, he would sit in the
nearest available spot. He ordered his companions to
follow his practice. He would give those seated neat him
his full share of attention in such a way that no one
would think others had been given precedence

over him, He didn't reserve fixed places

among the people to be seated. He was -
fair with his companions and all people.

They were distinguished only by virtue

and devotion to God.

His style of living

Everything he did was in moderation, without excess or
contrariness. He never criticized the food or drink that was
prepared for him, nor did he overly praise it.

When at home, he would divide his time
inta three parts, one for God, one
for his family, and one for himself.
He always joined in household
work and would at times mend his
clothes, repair his shoes and sweep
the floor. He used to dress well and smell good.
(Sahib Bukhari, Chapter; Kitabul Adab)

After dawn prayers, he would remain sitting in the mosque
reciting the Holy Qur'an and praises of Allah, till the sun rose.
After midnight, he used to get up for the (Tahajjud) prayers
which he never missed even once in his life (Bukhari, Sahih Bukhari).

27

He had declared unlawful for himself and his family
anything given by the people by way of zakat or sadaga
(types of charity). He was so particular about it, that he
would not appoint any member of his family as a zakat
collector.

His house was but a hut with walls of unbaked clay and a
thatched roof of palm leaves covered by camel skin.

Muhammad (pbuh) said : "What have | to do with worldly
things. My connection with the world is like that of a
traveler resting for a while underneath the shade of a tree
and then moving on.”

When he died, he did not leave a cent or any property
except his white mule and a piece of land which he had
dedicated for the good of the community (Sahih Bukhari).

His Character




Chapter 3 29
Personal Details

MName  Muhammad
Father's Name. Abdullah, son of Abdul-Muttalib {ancesfryﬁ
3 reaches back to the Prophet Ishmael son of |
. ProphetAbraham)
_ Surname - He was from Bani-Hashim family (Bani-Hashim
- was from Quraysh, a tribe that was highly ranked

o InAmbia)
Date of Birth 22" April, 570 CE ' :

PlaceofBirth  City of Mecca - Arabian Peninsula {currently in
' Saudi Arabia)

DateofDeath 6" June, 632 CE. (he was 63 years old when he -
| passed away) |

Death &Burial  City of Madinah (approximately 450 km north
IRy | of Mecea) :

Biography
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- Birth -
~2yearsold

Education

26yearsold

Childhood & Adolescence

- Muhammad had no brothers or sisters. His -
- father passed away before he was born. His
_ mother sent him out of Mecca to be breastfed
- by a wet nurse called Halima (this was an old
. Arab custom). :
' He lived with his mather Amina until she passed -
. away in the year 576 CE. f
He lived with his grandfather Abdul-Muttalib
 until he passed away.
' He lived with his paternal uncle (Abu-Talib) who
- had 10 children. :

Muhammadwasilliterate: He could not read orwrite, He never

lived outside Mecca or sought foreign knowledge, Muslims
believe that Muhammad (pbuh)
conveyed the “Holy Qur'an” as
the Message of God and His Book
to all people. He conveyed it
letter by letter and word by
word without rephrasing any
part of it with his own words.

Muhammad's sayings and
teachings were not mixed
with the Holy Qur’'an: They
were collected in books which
are called “The Sunnah of

the Prophet” which means his teachings, way of life and

explanation of the Book (The Holy Qur'an).

Working Life
Childhood -
_ mid twenties

- He worked as a shepherd for some time {locking
. after sheep and goats for athers). In addition, -
ke worked In trading with his uncle Abu-Talik.
; According to authentic narrations, Muhammad
- was 12 years old when he, for the first time, joined |

. his uncle Abu-Talib in a trading trip to Syria.

Mid twenties -
40 years old

. He worked as a merchant or a trader for a wealthy
woman called Khadijah who had a general -
- trading business {they used to buy commodities

- from one area and sell them in another).

- Muhammad was known in his community as a
- successful and honest tradesman. He was famous
_for his fidelity, integrity and trustworthiness. .
It was not long before he eamed the title of
- “As-Sadiqul Ameen” which means "the truthful

and the trustworthy

40-63 years old

When he was 40 years old (year 610 CE)
Muhammad received the divine revelation and :
. dedicated his life to conveying God's Message to |
 all people. He taught people the oneness of God |
and conveyed God's Book (The Qur'an) which calls .

far social justice, peace, harmaony and wellbeing,

31
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Marital Status

Married to one wife for 25 years: Muhammad married
kKhadijah, the daughter of Khuwaylid, who came from a
noble family called Asad.?

5he was a respected woman in her community and she was
a widow. Muhammad worked for her for two years before
she proposed marriage to him through a third party. She
found him a very loyal, transparent and ethical person.

Successful marriage: Although Khadijah was 15 years
older than Muhammad, both of them came from a similar
social class in the community.

The age difference was no obstacle to the establishment
of a successful marriage which lasted for 25 vyears
until Khadijah died in the year 619 CE at the age of 65.

Muhammad remarried after

Khadijah passed away. Muhammad loved

Khadijah and was loyal
A father of 6 children and a to her and his children

family man:

Muhammad & Khadijah
lived in harmony and peace;
they had four daughters
(Zaynab, Rugayya, Um
Kulthoum & Fatima) and
two sons (Al-Qassim who
died when he was 3 years
old and Abdullah who died

On several occasions
he described her as
the best woman of her

time alike to Mary the
mother of Jesus whao
was the best woman of
her time.
{Narrated by Bukhari)

33

at the age of 4). Muhammad used to spend time with his
family, help his wife in house matters, sew his own clothes
and look after his children.

Photo taken from Bagee

Cemetery which is next te Prophet
Muhammad Mosque inMadingh.
Some of Muhammad's companions,
relatives, wives and children were
buried in this cemetery

Biography
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Mission Accomplished in 23 Years

610 CE
Divine revelation commenced:
Muhammad (pbuh) received
the Message of God 2. He was
appointed asthe Messenger
of God to convey God's
Words to humanity. A
mission  that  required
strong belief, dedication,
commitment and honesty.

610-612 CE
Core Muslims formed:

Muhammad invited his friends, his inner circle and selected
good quality people, to accept Islam. In the first three years
after prophecy, around 130 people accepted Islam and
became a strong nucleus that was able to spread Islam
publicly. These core Muslims were a mix of rich and poor
people.

613-615CE

Muhammad’s public
invitation resisted:
Muhammad and his
followers started to talk to
people openly about Islam.
Although Muhammad was
known as a trustworthy and

35
anhonestman, Meccan leaders did notaccept his invitation
to embrace Islam and resisted him. They described him as
a poet, a magician and a crazy man.

Muhammad tempted and threatened: Meccan leaders
tried to dissuade Muhammad from calling people to Islam
by tempting and threatening him. At the same time they
tried to prevent people from listening to him. They showed
increased hostility towards new Muslims, They persecuted
and tortured the poor and weak Muslims.

Muhammad supported his followers and sent some
of them to Abyssinia: Muhammad was very close to his
followers. He used to meet them at Al-Argam House which
was like a small college. He taught them Q
values and morals and instilled feelings of

responsibility and commitment. G.u '_I 5“£.>

Muhammad saw the suffering and tribulation some of
his followers endured and advised them to seek refuge in
Abyssinia, describing it as a land of virtue ruled by a fair
Christian king, under whom no one was treated unjustly.

Two influencial men embraced Islam: Two strong and
well respected Meccan men accepted Islam, Omar Bin Al-
Khattab and Hamza Bin Abdul-Muttalib {(Muhammad's
uncle), That was an important turning point for Muslims.
Hamza became a strong supporter and protector for
Muhammad until he {Hamza) died in the battle of Uhud
(625 CE). Three years after the passing away of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), Omar became the second caliph
and ruled the Islamic state for 11 years.

Biography
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616-618 CE

Muhammad boycotted: Meccan leaders boycotted
Muhammad and his followers and imposed a social and
economical blockade on them which lasted for 3 years.
During this time, Muhammad and his followers suffered
great tribulation. This period was a tough test for their
patience, belief and commitment to the truth.

619- 620 CE

A Sorrowful year: Meccan chiefs cancelled the social and
economical blockade as they found it not useful. In the
same year, Muhammad's wife Khadijah and his uncle Abu-
Talib passed away.

Muhammad (pbuh) lost hope in Mecca and decided to
convey the Message of God and seek support outside
Mecca. He went to the city of Ta'if but was met with
hostility®. In addition, he spoke to more than 20 Arab tribes
about Islam but he didn’t receive any positive response.

620-622 CE

A glimpse of hope: Muhammad met six people from
Yathrib (a city located 450 km north of Mecca) during the
pilgrimage time and talked to them about Islam. They
believed Muhammad (pbuh) and returned to their city
with intentions to invite more people from their own
tribe and other tribes in Yathrib. They agreed to return to
Mecca the next year at the time of pilgrimage to meet
again with Muhammad "the Prophet and the Messenger
of God",

37
New Muslims pledged allegiance to Muhammad:

The same group
returned the following
year (621 CE) with six
more people 3.

They pledged

their allegiance to
Muhammad (pbuh)
(accepting him as the
Messenger of God)
and promising him:

Biography

(1) not to worship anyone except (Allah) The One God,
(2) not to steal, (3) not to commit adultery, (4) not to kill,
(5) not to slander neighbours and (6) not to disobey the
Messenger of God.

The group went back to Yathrib and invited their tribal
leaders and their people to accept Islam. They returned
again in the following
year (622 CE) at the
time of pilgrimage
with  more than
70 men and two
women. A similar
pledge of allegiance
was given again to
Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh).
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A new Muslim community formed 450 km north of Muhammad changed the name of the multicultural
~= Mecca: The leaders of the two main tribes in Yathrib society: "Madinah” was the new name Muhammad (pbuh) BES
'E_ (Aws & Khazraj) embraced Islam and subsequently their gave to the city of Yathrib. -E_
w8 people became Muslims. Muhammad the Prophet (pbuh) L
=18 was invited to come to Yathrib and become its ruler and After the migration of the Meccan Muslims, Yathrib no Bl=d
E‘.-l? leader. longer belonged to a certain group of Arabs, instead, it i‘.‘%

became the homeland of believers who accepted Islam.

622 CE

Chiefs of Mecca plotted to kill Muhammad; migration Since there were Jewish tribes in Yathrib and

to Yathrib commenced: Things were becoming worse in other Arab people who didn't embrace Islam,

Mecca. Muhammad asked Meccan Muslims® to migrate Muhammad (pbuh) did not call it the city of Islam.

to Yathrib. Following their migration, Muhammad (pbuh) Instead, it was named “"Al-Madinah” which means

migrated to Yathrib in September 622 CE. His migration "The City", in which all inhabitants had similar

represents the most important turning point in the Islamic citizenship rights.

history. From Yathrib, Islam blossomed, an Islamic state was

, o —
established and a just social order was born. e callad foy pisice and unity i Madieuk

In his first public address to the people of Madinah,
Muhammad delivered a wvery concise speech which

623-624 CE . :

Muhammad chosen the ruler of Yathrib: promted harmony and soclal cohiesion,

The people of Yathrib were a mix of Arabs He said: “O People, seek and spread peace and offer food to each
and Jews. Although there were two main other, look after your kinship and pray to God at night while others

Arab tribes and three smaller Jewish tribes,
the Arab community was larger than the
Jewish one and had the ruling power.
Muhammad, “The Prophet of God" was

are sleeping 5o you gain God's pleasure and enter His paradise”.

QA=

Muhammad linked these acts to

chosen as the ruler of Yathrib willingly God's pleasure in order to motivate P—
and peacefully with the agreement of the people to love each other and live in x 3
majority of people. peace and harmony in a multicultural  + " »

society. r»
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623-624 CE
Muhammad formed the first constitution and charter
of human rights and liberties: Most of the Jews
hoped that the last Prophet would come from a Jewish
background. Although the majority of lews did not
accept Muhammad as a Messenger of God, Muhammad
(as the ruler of the state) formed the first “Constitution
and Charter of Human Rights and Liberties” to which all
Arab and Jewish tribes agreed upon and signed.

Biography

—_— - e sl |

The constitution guaranteed the freedom of
' conscience and worship for Muslims and Jews as [
well as Arabs who did not accept Islam. |

In addition, the constitution protected the
safety and security of all citizens in Madinah and |
| required all parties who signed the covenant for
the constitution to be part of the national defence
should Madinah be attacked by enemies. The
| constitution stated justice, human rights, liberties
and prohibition of crime and immoral practices.

624 CE
The unavoidable battle of Badr: When Muslims migrated
from Mecca to Madinah, many of them were forced to
abandon their homes and their properties were confiscated.

41

The chiefs of Mecca used the confiscated money in
trade and business. Muslims knew about a trade caravan
belonging to the Meccan chiefs, led by their enemy Abu-
Sufyan which would pass through a trade route close to
Madinah.

Muhammad (pbuh) called upon Muslims to take the
caravan in return for their wealth that was confiscated in
Mecca. A force of only 313 Muslims took up the mission.
The Meccan intelligence advised Abu-5ufyan to change
the route of the trade caravan. In addition, Mecca sent an
army of 950 soldiers to fight the Muslim force which was
not prepared for war and was far less equipped than the
Meccan army.

it was astonishing and beyond expectation that Muslims
won their first battle against the Meccan chiefs. Many

Meccan chiefs and important figures were killed in this

Biography
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625 CE

Meccan chiefs attacked Muhammad and his followers
in the battle of Uhud: In retaliation for their loss In the
battle of Badr and their fear of losing their leading role in
Arabia, Meccan chiefs with some Arab allies, sent an army
of 3000 soldiers to attack Muslims at the mount of Uhud
north of Madinah.

g T |

Location of Uhud - Madingh - Saudi Arabio

The Muslims lost this battle and Muhammad (Pbuh)
was wounded but saved. In the battle of Uhud some
of Muhammad's companions were killed including his
beloved uncle Hamza.

Martyrs of Uhud Batrle, Uhid cemetry - Madinah - Saudi Arabia
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626 CE

Meccans and other tribes attacked Muhammad and
his followers in the battle of trench: This battle is also
called the “Battle of Confederates” Since Muhammad
was not killed in the previous battle, Meccan chiefs and
some Arab & Jewish tribes called for a united effort and a
comprehensive assault to kill Muhammad and destroy the
Muslim community.

10,000 soldiers marched towards Madinah. After consulting
his companions, Muhammad (pbuh) decided to adopt
the proposal of a Persian Muslim named Salman to dig a
trench on the northern access of Madinah (5.5 km long X
4.6m wide).

Muslims were in their most awkward situation and tried
their best including psychological warfare, to defend
themselves. After a month-long siege the meccan army
and its allies became impatient and strong storms and wind
blew which forced the confederates to pack up their tents
and withdraw.

627 CE

Treaty of Hudaybiya, a truce for 10
years: One year after the battle of trench,
Muhammad (pbuh)tooka peaceful initiative
to perform Umrah (visit the Ka'bah House of
God in Mecca and perform other religious rites)

. Visiting Mecca for the purpose of worship was a religious
right that Mecca undertook to give to all people in Arabia.

Biography




Biography

It was a great surprise for Meccan chiefs to see Muhammad
approaching Mecca with 1400 civilians coming from
Madinah.

After several negotiations, a truce was made between the
Meccan chiefs and Muhammad (pbuh) for 10 years during
which time Muhammad and his companions returned to
their homes with a condition to come again
1o visit Mecca in the following year (628 CE).
The truce had many other terms with which
the Muslims were disappointed because
they weighed heavily on the Meccan side.

628-629 CE

During the truce, Muhammad conveyed God'’s Message
inside & outside Arabia: The truce was a golden chance
for Muhammad (pbuh) to convey the Message of God and
freely talk to people about Islam without being stopped or
intercepted by other forces.

Muhammad (pbuh) sent delegations to other Arab tribes
in Arabia and wrote letters to the rulers and kings of
neighbouring countries and
superpowers such as Persia,
Byzantine and Egyptinviting
them to accept Islam as “the
Message of God" Muslims
increased in numbers as
people found the truth in
lslam.
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630 CE

Peaceful take-over of Mecca: Within less than 2 years, the
truce was broken from the Meccan side when their allies
killed 20 Muslims.

In response to this shocking act, Muhammad (pbuh)
marched with 10,000 Muslims to conguer Mecca but asked
his soldiers not to fight any one unless they were fought.”

Biography

The Meccan chiefs were
embarrassed and were
not prepared to fight
the Muslims. When the
Muslim army arrived
in Mecca, Muhammad
(pbuh) addressed the whole

people of Mecca confirming the

oneness of God, referring victory to Him and reminding
people that all of them descended from Adam and Adam
was created from dust of the ground.
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Then he asked the people of Mecca "What do you expect
me to do with you?. They replied: "We hope for the best.
After all, you have been a gracious brother and a courteous
cousin’,

Exemplar forgiveness: Despite the hardship caused by
the Meccan people during the last 21 years, Muhammad
ipbuh) behaved with high moralities. He replied: “Have
no fear today. Depart then (to your homes), you are free”.
Muhammad's address was very influential and many
people came to him to make a pledge and embrace Islam.
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630-631CE
Arab tribes embraced Islam: After the peaceful takeover
of Mecca, delegations from all over Arabia came to learn
about Islam. Except the Hawazen tribe who fought the
Muslims and eventually lost the battle of Hunayn, most
Arab tribes embraced Islam. Muhammad (pbuh) sent
many of his companions to various provinces in Arabia to
teach people Islam “The Message of God".

numn
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Atthe s-rimeerent, Muhummadfpbuh} knoc.ked dawn all idols around and
on the Ka'bah {The House of God) which was erected by Prophet Abraham
(pbuh) to glorify one God (The Creator of the universe and alf beings).
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632 CE

Muhammad’s farewell address: Muhammad’s mission
was accomplished and his life was nearing to an end. In
the year 632 CE Muhammad (pbuh) performed pilgrimage
and gave his final sermon to more than 100,000 people.

His sermon reminded
people about the basic
elements of faith, belief
in One God, sanctity of
life, wealth & property,
equality of all races,
rules of justice, women's
rights and obligations,
exploitation and monopoly,
morality and the rights of
others.

The passing away of Muhammad:

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) passed away in his home in
Madinah in the year 632 CE leaving only few possessions.
He did not leave any money or wealth but a legacy of
faith, that is still illuminating with God's light, the hearts of
millions of people around the globe.

PN
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To err is human, f()ﬁ’?."gh’e‘ iy Divine - Alexander Pope

Biography




Mountains in Makkah - Saudi Arabia

Panoramic view for the mount of Light where cave
Hira exists - Makkah
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whammad (pbuh) and hil
ted in for three nights in ‘.:e

Mount of Uhud - Madinah { view from an old castle)

ration to Madinah)

According to aurthentic narrations, Muhammad {pbuh) and

his companion ;ﬂ.bu Bakr rested ngur a };far e rui.;g on mi = : B Ll ) .

migration way from Mecca to Madina above rock was - & i, T i

found on the same way of migration trip and it is believed to i~ - » Pm'm mhm‘"ﬁ"fh

be the same rock P o e g e
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Location of Battle of Badr, the
area where Muhammad (pbuh)
and his companions camped

N e )

Location of Uhtud battle. The photo shows the archery
mount and the cemetery of Martyrs. More than seventy of
Muhammad's companions and his beloved uncle Hamza
are buried there, 17
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An imaginery view of the Prophet Muhammad's (Pbuh) mosque
(Nabawi Mosque) which was built after his arrival te Madinah.
His house was built at the southern corner of the mosque,

o
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el e~ .
An imaginery view of Madinah City showing Prophet

Muhammad's (Pbuh) mosgue (Nabawi Mosgue) surrounded by
& houses and palm tree
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The tomb of Frophet
Muhammad (pbuh]
\ at the Nabawi
| Mosque in Madinah.

MNext to it are the

| tombs of the first
Caliph {successor)
and ruler of the
Islamic state Abu
Bakir Al Siddig and
the second Caliph
Omar Bin Al-Khartab.

Among the known prophets of God, Muhammad (pbuh) is the only
prophet that his burial place is precisely identified and his followers
are certain about the exact [_ﬁ:a?ﬂon of his tomb,

Muhammad {pbuh) was burled at his house which is attached to his
mosque “ Al Nabawi ﬂ-l.-:rsq:fig‘f in Madinah.

‘ This photo shows the side alf the mosque building where people can
& enter to see the tomb of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and h.ujﬁ
which is currently caged, ‘ 3 l 13
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AlMasjid Al-Nabawi Al-Sharif _
Eﬂnﬁcrw*ﬂu:-ql.:e.l. Courtesyof Photographer Noushad Al
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According to some narrations and calculations Muhammad

(pbuh) was born in the year 571 CI

narrations state that the mar ';=-:J|_ of Muhammad (pbuh)

and Khadijah lasted for 24 years and several months

There is one and only one Qur'an which is revealed to

are many

guoted verses in this pocket guide from the Holy Qur'an are

presented in simple English based on the English translation

mentioned in the cited references.

i Muhammad (pbuh) was attacked in Tai't and experienced

v Acsmall Muslim comm

the worst treatment there. When he left Taif he was verny

disappointed. According to some narrations, he called God

with a wonderful supplication (see next P=age!.

or Al-Bay'aa "Pledge” Mosque: establishe
Abbasside Caliph Abu Jaafar Al Manssour on the

b=

that is believed the new Muslims from Madinah pledged

i

commitment to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as they embraced

ca and were not able

Lnity s

to migrate to Yathrib (Madinah)

The Islamic calendar starts fron » date Muhammad (pbuh)

(13" Sep 622 CE approx.

migrated from Mecca 1o Madinal

The peaceful taking over of Mecca was on the 8% Jan 630 CE

APprox].

O my Lord, it is to You that I bring my weaknéss,
helplessness & humiliation.

(O The Most Merciful of the merciful ones,
You are the Sustainer of those who are deemed weak
and You are my Sustainer.

On whom (but You) shall [ rely? On somebody distant
who regards me with displeasure or on a {enemy) to
whom 1 have surrendered.

ong as You are not displeased with me, then I
have no cause for sadness.
I take refuge in your light by which the darkness is
illuminated and in which both this world and the next
are set aright.

The well-being which You bestow upon me is too
sing for You to pour out Your anger or
displeasure upon me.

To You I shall continue to turn until I have won Your

favour.




Chapter 4 73

Muhammad & Prophecy

Muhammad didn't know that he would be a Prophet: He
led an ethical and ordinary life. He was known for his fidelity,
integrity and trustworthiness. He never worshipped idols
when idol worship was rife in a polytheistic society.

Prophecy

He always believed that the whole universe must have
been created and controlled by one God. He used to
worship God by retreating to a cave (634 above sea level)
in a mount 4 km east of Mecca (Makkah).

The cave is known as cave Hira in the mount of Hira or Noor
(i.e. light); this is because Muhammad received revelation
from God when he was meditating in this cave.
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It wasn't illusion
and it wasn't a

_ . dream: When

e _ Muhammad

T g : reached forty
years old, he used
to meditate frequently in
Cave Hira. At the month of

_ Ramadan (the ninth month
\ ) of the lunar year, 610 CE

gead *

approx), Archangel Gabriel
appeared to him for the first
time while he was in the cave

“ and asked him to "Read”.
' : Hira Cave Muhammad was frightened.
el h




>
(5]
+H
=
(=5
Q
=)
o

74

As he was illiterate, he could not read and did not know
what to read. Archangel Gabriel repeated his word “read”
again and again then he recited the following verses from
God:

“Read in the Name of your Lord Who created (every thing),
He created man from a clot (clinging to the wall of the
womb)... Read ! and your Lord is the All-Munificent..

Who has taught man by the pen... He taught man what
he didn't know!”

The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 1-5, Ch 96

Archangel Gabriel disappeared after this short meeting.

Muhammad was terrified: He was extremely scared. He
ran back to his home. He was trembling. He told his wife
Khadijah what happened to him and asked her to cover
him.

She told him that God
waould not let him down or
allow devils to touch him
as he kept good relations
with his relatives, helped
the poor people and liked
doing charity.

5

A Divine revelation or satanic whispers? Muhammad
was afraid that he was possessed by evil. He went with
his wife Khadijah to tell the whole story to Waraqga Bin
MNawfal (a relative of Khadijah) who was a religious Christian
person and knowledgeable in the Bible. Waraqa predicted
that Muhammad would be a Prophet and assured him that
what he experienced was a Divine revelation similar to
what Moses the Prophet of Jews received. Waraga wished
tosupport Muhammad but he was very old at that time. He
told Muhammad that he would be driven out of Makkah
by his own people and would be treated with hostility by
some people.

You are God's Messenger: Muhammad needed a few
days to settle down and didn't return to the mount.
After sometime Archangel Gabriel came back to him and
informed him that he would be a messenger of God, Allah
The Lord of all beings. He recited the following verse from
Allah (exalted be Him):

“0 you cloaked (enveloped in your garments); Arise and
warn; and glorify your Lord; and purify your clothing;
and keep away from bad deeds and don’t consider your
[ulfilment of these orders as a favour to God or people; and
be patient for the sake of your Lord”
The Haly Quran, V 1-7, Ch 74

—
i

Prophecy
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Gabriel continued to see Muhammad (pbuh) over a period
of 23 years during which the Holy Qur'an (God's Words)
was revealed to Muhammad by Gabriel in order to convey
it to all mankind.

Muhammad conveyed Gods’ Commandments to his
people : Muhammad acted according to the revelation
he received in year 610 CE. He invited his people and the
whole Arabia to believe in one God (Allah) and obey His
Commandments as they are set for the wellbeing of the
whole humanity.

What is the "Message” about? The Message of Islam is
based on “Agidah” i.e. creed (as a statement of faith and
belief in One God the creator of all beings) and “Shariah”
i.e. God's Law; the system and requlations that govern
people’s day to day transactions, activities and practices.

Shariah is divided into three main branches: (1) Worship:
religious practices and deeds such as daily prayers, fasting,

supplications, giving Zakat (alms), etc. {2)
Morals: good behaviors, etiquettes
and values such as honesty, sincerity,
fidelity, love, cooperation, etc. (3) Life
transactions and dealings: (Islamic civil
law) rules of justice, people’s rights,
commerce, etc).

Mote: After receiving divine revelation, Mubammad focused on teaching
people monotheism (Agidah) for thirteen years. After migration to
Madinah, there was more focus on explaining and implementing
Shariah.

God's Commandments

“Say (O Muhammad):
Come, I will recite what your Lord
prohibited you from,
(1) Don’t join any partners as equal with
Him; (2) And be good to your parents; (3)
And don’t kill your children on a plea of

them; (4} And don’t approach or get close to
doing shameful deeds openly or secretly (e.g.
adultery and deeds of corruption);

(5) And don't kill any soul which God made
sacred except by way of justice and law. This
is what He commands you, thus you may
learn wisdom;
(6) And don’t touch the orphans’ wealth or
property, except to improve it, until he or she
reaches maturity;

(7, 8) And give measure and weight with
(full) justice (when buying & selling and
when doing financial & non financial
transactions), We place no burdens on any
one but that which he or she can bear; (9) And
whenever you speak (or bear witness) speak
Justly even if near relative is concerned; (10)
And fulfil the Covenant of God, This is what
He commands you that you may remember "

‘The Holy Quran ¥ 151, 152, Ch 6

want, We provide sustenance for you and for

i

Prophecy




78 79

A practical introduction of Muhammad's teachings in A Christian King acknowledged Muhammad's religion:
Abyssinia: Ja'far bin Abi-Talib was among eighty Muslims After Ja'far delivered his talk, the King of Abyssinia (who
who fled for protection in the land of Abyssinia (currently was a religious and God fearing person) asked Ja'far to
Ethiopia in Africa). Speaking to the King of Abyssinia on recite some of the
behalf of the Muslims who sought asylum there, Ja'far "Book" revealed to
said: Muhammad. Jafar
recited a portion
from the chapter
“Mary"" in the Holy
Qur‘an until the King
wept and his beard
was moist with tears.

The King then said:
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"0 King, we were once people living in ignarance {lack of
knowledge and unawareness), worshiping idols, eating
carrion, committing acts of abomination, neglecting our
kith & kin, treating our neighbours badly and allowing
the strong among us to oppress the weak. This is how
we lived until God sent us a messenger from among
ourselves, a man whaose family origin, honesty, integrity
and chastity were well known to us.

“The message brought by Muhammad and that which
was brought by Jesus are from a single source”.
He called upon us to worship God alone and leave
away the stones and idols which we worshipped as our
forefathers had done. He instructed us to be truthful

in our words, to fulfil our promises and to respect our A '1= g
obligations to our blood relations and he forbade us from - :
committing abominations, ' ‘fl e, |
S50 we trusted & believed him and followed the message - s #':'
he received from God. However, our people denounced N
us, tortured us and did everything in their capacity to :f;-.
turn us away from our religion. When they continued to " g

oppress us, we came to your land choosing you above
all others in order to get protection and be treated with
impartiality.”
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One God..One Message
The prophets and messengers of God in the Holy Qur'an:

Islam acknowledges all prophets
and messengers God sent before
Muhammad (pbuh) for the guidance
of humanity. They confirmed one
message "monotheism”™ which s
the belief in God's existance and
oneness.

God sent them to educate people
about the purpose of life, protect
them from falling astray and teach
them good morals.

The Holy Qur'an mentioned 25 prophets and messengers
by name and focused on the stories of some of them.
For example, in the Holy Qur'an Adam was mentioned
25 times, Moah was mentioned 43 times, Abraham was
mentioned 69 times, Moses was mentioned 136 times and
lesus was mentioned 25 times.

Muhammad (pbuh) said: "My similitude in comparison with
the other prophets before me, is that of a man who has
built a house completely and excellently except for a place
of one brick. When people see the house, they admire
its beauty and say: how splendid the house will be if the
missing brick is put in its place. So | am that brick, and | am
the last of the Prophets ", (Namrated by Bukhari 4.734, 4.735)
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Verily We sent messengers before you, among them
those of whom We have told you (their story), and
somte of whom We have not told you (their story);
and it was not given to any messenger that he
should bring a sign (miracle) except by Gods leave
{permission)
The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 78 Ch 40

Say : We have believed in Allah and that which is
revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto
Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob and the
tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and
that which the Prophets received from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any of them, and unto
Him we have surrendered.

The Holy Qur'an, V 136, Ch 2

D

Torah, Gospel and Qur'an are God's revelations to
mankind: Believing in God's revealed Books hefore the
Holy Qur’'anis an essential pillar of the Islamic faith. Muslims
believe that the Holy Qur'an does not contradict previous
revelations but it does point out and correct deviations

from truth that happened through the history.

Prophecy
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Muhammad and Abraham:

We did reveal the Torah, where in it there is guidance and : ;
> a light. The Holy Quran, V 44, Ch 5 Abraham is considered as the father o
3 o o of prophets in the Jewish, Christian o
c And We sent following in their jaursrf'ps. Jesus, the son of and lIslamic religions because most E
g. Mary mnﬁrming that w{tirh caime balejore him :'T1 the Torah, of the known prophets were from his g_
= _.rmd' We gaue_hu{: the Gaspe; in which was guidance and offspring. Muslims believe that prophet =
light and fﬂnjirmmg fflﬂt whrffh preceded H.I of the Torah as Muhammad is his descendent through
guidance and m.srrucfmnsfﬂrﬂﬂm righteous. i fistvnh Ehimadl o wee alés th
Fe Foly Qurim, Vo6, C1i 3 father of many Arab tribes. On the other
And unto you (Muhammad) We revealed the Book (The hand, the nation of lsrael and many
Holy Quran) with the truth, confirming whatever prophets such as Jacob, Joseph, Aaron
Scripture was before it, and a watcher {criterion) over it. and Moses have descended from his
The Holy Qur'an, V 48, Ch 5 second son Isaac.
Those whom God bestowed favor among the Prophets,
of the descendents of Adam and of those whom We Abraham dedicated his life and
carried (in the ship) with Noah, and of the seed of struggled to teach people
Abraham and Israel, and from among those whom We monotheism. The Holy Qur'an
guided and chose. When the revelations of (The Lord) frequently mentioned Abraham
The Beneficent were recited unto them, they fell in and indicated that after he
prostration, adoring and weeping. put an effort in searching for
The Holy Quran, V 58, Ch 19 the truth and recognized the
oneness of God "The One
Deity’, Abraham practically
Table1: The life of main prophets proved his sincerity, honesty,
Prophet Muhammad  Jesus T T thankfulness and obedience to
God. He presented one of the
Approx. | 570-632 | 133 greatest and most memorable @

Period CE CE around 1400 BC | around 1700 BC examples in the history for full
submission to One God even in

‘l"ﬂ:"' 63 33 120 175 the most difficult situations.
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Who is better in religion than the one who submits him /
herself to Allah (surrender his/her purpose to God) while
being a doer of good and follows the religion of Abraham
(tradition inclining towards truth, the upright? And
Allah chose Abraham as an intimate friend.
The Holy Gur'an, ¥ 125, Ch 4

He was a man of truth who showed an
exemplar obedience to God, therefore,
according to the Holy Quran, God chose
Abraham as a friend and as one of the elite
in the World and among the righteous in the
Hereafter (V125, Ch 4, V130, Ch 2). He guided him to the
right religion and made him an”“lmam”i.e. a leader for people
(W124, Ch 2} and described him as a nation (V120, Ch18).

Abraham is revered by Muslims as the person who gave
them their name as "Muslims” (i.e. those who believe in
One God and submit to Him) (V78.Ch 22).

"Abraham was neither a Jew, nor a Christian; but he
was "Musliman Hanifan” an upright man who had
suirrendered and sincerely submitted to Allah (God),
and he was not of the idolaters”
The Holy Qur'an, V 67, Ch 3

Mote : The ongin of the name “Abraham” was Abram or Avram and it
is written and pronounced “lbrahim” in Arabic. The Roman Catholic
Chureh ealls Abvabarm “our father in Faith', The Eastern Orthodox Chureh

commemorates him as the "Rightecus Forefather Abraham™

God was established when Adam first descended on the
earth. Muslims believe that the most important person
who rebuilt this building and raised its walls was Prophet
Abraham together with his son Ishmael. The building
which is cubical in shape is called "Ka'bah". It is located in
Mecca (Makkah) which is in the valley of Bacca (currently
in Saudi Arabia). God imposed a duty upon Abraham and
his son to purify the Ka'bah for those who pray, meditate
and prostrate to Him. God made it a place of worship, and
a sanctuary (a safe place and a resort) for the people,

Abraham and Ishmael's Supplication

“Our Lord! make us submissive unto You and of our
Seed (descendants) a nation submissive unto You,
and show us our ways (rites) of worship, and accept
our repentance. You are the Most Forgiving the Most
Merciful”

The Holy Qur'an, V 128, Ch 2

==
o
L
£
=B
°
o




. L f

 Prophet Muhammad {pbuh) indicated that praying in the r
£ Sacred Mosque is highly rewardable. One prayer in the Sacred
Mosgue is equivalent to 100,000 prayers. ’
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Every year, more than three million Muslims
perform pilgrimage “Hajj" to the Mosque of
Sanctuary in Makkah (Mecca - Saudi Arabia). It is
the fifth pillar of Islam that must be done once in a lifetime
for those who have the financial and health capabilities to
perform it.

Muhammad (pbuh} taught people how to perform
Hajj, which mainly contains Abrahamic rites. He
circumambulated (circulated or walked around the Kaaba)
which is the cubical building established by Abraham as
the House of God. Circulation is performed seven times
and goes counterclockwise as an act of submission to God
which is also harmonious with the motion of the planets
and even the electrons.
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Then he prayed behind Abraham's station. Currently it is
an enclosure that contains Abraham's footprint on a piece
of rock. (Muslims call it Magam Ibrahim).
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Then Muhammad (pbuh) walked between the Safa and
Marwa hills, the same place Hagar walked thousands of
years ago searching for water after her husband Abraham
left her there with their son Ishmael. Abraham asked herto
stay there as an act of obedience and submission to God's
Command Who wanted the place to become a sanctuary
and a place of worship.

The distance between these two hills is approximately 395
m. This Hajj rite is called Sa'ee i.e. a brisk walk between Safa
and Marwa hills. It consists of 7 laps (with a total distance
of 2.76 Km), starting from Safa and finishing at Marwa.

Sa'ee resembles the day to
day motion, activity, actions,
travel, effort and acts a
person performs during his /
her life. These acts and deeds
must be for useful and value
adding goals.

In addition to other Hajj
rites, Muhammad (pbuh)
went to a place currently
known as "lamarat" in a
town called Mina (8 Km east
of Makkah). There he threw
stones in  resemblance
of Abraham's act, when
he stoned the Satan who
appeared to him as an old
man trying to dissuade him
from slaughtering his son as
a sacrifice to God. Abraham
stoned him several times.
When  Muslims  perform
the same act, they in fact
challenge the Satan and
the inner evil desires within
themselves.

= s =

Prophecy
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Finally, as God saved Abraham's son's
life and instead substituted a ram,
Muhammad (pbuh) taught Muslims
to provide a sacrifice to God by
slaughtering a sheep or a goat as a
symbol of Abraham's sacrifice, and
divide the meat among the poor.

Prophecy

Muhammad (pbuh) taught
Muslims to dedicate a
supplication for Abraham and
his family in every prayer of
the daily five prayers. Alsg,
it is worth mentioning that
Muhammad named one of his
children "lbrahim” who died at
his childhood.

“Say (O Muhammad): My Lord has guided me to a

straight path, a correct (right) religion, the way and

community of Abraham, the upright way inclining
towards the truth and he was not an idolater (he didw't

associate others with God)"
The Holy Qurian, ¥V 161, Ch 6

3 4""" i
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It is believed that Abraham was buried in Hebron -
Palestine. Itis considered a sacred place for Jews, Christians
and Muslims. The building complex that contains the

_cenc}taph of Abraham is called "Al-Masjid Al-lbrahimi”

q EL Mse cailed by non Muslims “Iiimbﬁ
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The building is primarily a
large mosque (rectangular §
shape) with two square
minarets. It also includes
many rooms and a series of
subterranean caves.

Prophecy

The central room of the
building contains  the
cenotaphs of Abraham and §
Sarah. The southern room
(Ohel Yitzhak in Hebrew)
contains the cenotaphs of
Isaac and Rebecca.

B _

Cenotaph of Abraham [ptnuh]

uilding contains the -::en'ntaphls

and . It is widely believed the remnants of

W Ahraham; Isaac. Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah were
enshrined in the subterranean chambers below the

building.
Note: Mushms do not glorify tnmbs.
Mccording to Islamic teachings, the

structure of the tomb must not be
raised above the ground level,
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Muhammad and Moses:

Muhammad (pbuh) praised highly
the Prophet Moses and indicated that
on the Day of Resurrection he will see Moses standing
and holding the side of the Throne of God (Allah).

On another occasion when

Muhammad (pbuh) came to
Madinah and found that Jews

fasted on the day of "Ashura" | == =5 — e

{which God saved the children
of Israel from Pharach of Egypt), | =
he asked Muslims to fast this
day voluntarily because Moses e
fasted that day as an expression [
of thanks to God (The day of
"Ashura”ison the 10th of the first

manth of the lunar calendar),

Miwig =
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Approximately one third of the Holy Qur'an talks about

Moses and the incidents and experiences the children of

Israel went through. In addition, the Holy Quran mentions

some of the prophets who were sent to the children of

Israel such as Aaron, Zachariah and John.

The Holy Qur'an indicates
that God spoke to Moses and
describes Moses as one of five
messengers and prophets who
had heavy missions (Ulu Al
Azm) and God took from them a
solemn covenant (V8, Chapter 33
Al-Ahzab). The five messengers
are Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad peace
be upon all of them.

Maoses died near or at the mount Mebo which overlooks
the Dead Sea and the land of Palestine. A memorial was
built on the mount which became an important tourist
attraction in Jordan,
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Muhammad and Jesus:

According to authentic narrations Muhammad (pbuh) said:

"l am the nearest of all the people to the son of Mary and
all the prophets are paternal brothers, and there has been
no prophet between me and him (i.e. Jesus)"

Prophecy

The Holy Qur'an describes Jesus as God's
Word and glad tidings conveyed to Mary.
His name is “The Messiah Jesus son of
Mary".

God supported him with the Holy Spirit
(Archangel Gabriel) and sent him as a messenger

to the children of Israel to guide them to the straight
path and to worship God "Allah” his Lord and their
Lord and the Lord of all beings. (V87, Chapter 2, V
45-49, Chapter 3 V171, Chapter 4).

Muslims see many similarities
between Moses and
Muhammad. Both were
prophets and messengers
who brought a Divine Book
thatincluded the LawofGod. =
Both lead their people and —° - v
lived among them for a long ' S
period of time. Both married

- . 2 .. -' a . . " b
and had children. by - . — el 55 AR
e e cecn. AL

- & = g I L] l'i

" T - ‘ v Sl
MNazareth is a histarie town In lower Galilee, Palesting, Mentloned In the
Gospels as the home of Mary, it is closely associated with the childhood
af Jesus Christ. According to Roman Cathalic tradition, Annunciation took
place at the Church of the Annunciation in Mazareth.
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Also, the Haly Qur'an describes Jesus as illustrious
(memorable and prominent) in the world and the
Hereafter, and one of the righteous and those brought
near unto God.

The Holy Qur'an indicates that God taught Jesus the
Scripture and wisdom, and the Torah and the Gospel. He
supported him with miracles of healing the blind, and
the leper, and raising the dead by His leave and Will (Allah
Exalted be He).
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Phatos from Bethlehem; The Church of the Nativity is one of the oldest
operating churches in the warld. It |5 believed by many Christians it marks
the birthplace of Jesus the Christ,

Muslims believe that Jesus will return.
Muhammad (pbuh) indicated that the
Day of Resurrection will not take place
until Jesus descends from the heavens.

He will return before life ends on the earth
in order to establish the Law of God. He will fight the false
Messiah, and unite all believers in God (Allah Exalted be
He). He will be a just ruler and he will bring peace to the
whole world. Muslims are required to be amongst the
supporters of Jesus upon his return.,

Prophecy

Photas from Damascus: According to some narrations, Prophet Muhammad
{pbuh) indicated that Jesus will descend in the eastern side of Damascus.
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Universality of the "Message" conveyed by Muhammad:
Muslims believe that Muhammad received the same
Message that was given to Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
other prophets but his mission was universal. He was
entrusted to correct people's beliefs, bring them back to
the true faith and teach them good deeds.
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“And We have nof sent you but as a mercy to the worlds™
Thie Holy Qur'an, ¥ 107, Ch 21

Muhammad (pbuh) sent letters to
the rulers and kings of neighbouring
countries and superpowers such
as Persia, Byzantine and Egypt
calling them to accept Islam as

“the Message of God". When Heraclius King

of Byzantine received Muhammad's letter, he invited
Abu-Sufyan (one of the main chiefs and tradesmen of
Mecca who was by chance doing business in that area) to
attend him. Heraclius asked Abu-Sufyan few questions and
requested him to be honest.
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Heraclhius  :Which social class of the society does Muhammad
come from?

Abu-sufyan : He comes from a noble family in Mecca.

Heraclius  : Did he ever betray, break a promise or lie?

Abu-5ufyan : Mo.

Heraclius  :How about his followers, are they increasing or
decreasing? And have any of his followers quit
because he was unpleased with Muhammad?

Abu-Sufyan :In fact, Muhammad's followers admired him and they
were increasing in number.

Heraclius  : Then what does Muhammad teach his followers?

Abu-Sufyan : Belief in One God and social justice.
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Heraclius thought for a while then he said: If what you told me is
true, then Muhammad will be able to inherit my kingdom.

- W L. Ll L e n !:JTH.._-.A - armak
Emperor Heraclius ruled the Roman Empire from 610 to 640 CE during that
time he conducted three military campaigns and defeated the
Persian Empire and regained Syria, Palestine and Egypt. In
year 636CE Islam reached Palestine, Syria, Egypt and most
of Morthemn Africa. In the year 642 CE Islam reached Persia,
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Islam, a wniversal religion: Currently Islam is the
second largest religion in the world after Christianity. A
comprehensive demographic study of more than 200
countries finds that there are 1.57 billion Muslims of all
ages living in the world today, representing 23% of an
estimated 2009 world population of 6.8 billion (Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life 2009).

Mot all Muslims are Arabs: Arab Muslims constitute less
than one fourth of the total number of Muslims in the
world,

33%

22 - 23%

There is approximately 2.1 billion Christians in the world
representing 33% of World's population and 1.1 billion
non religious / atheist people in the world (16% of
World's population). Judaism represents 0.22% of Worlds'
population (approx 14 million people).
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ENDNOTES

1 Abstract from the story of Mary from the Holy Quran, Verses 16-23
Chapter 19"Mary"

Aweed menttion Mury in the Seripture,
when she had withdrawn from her people to an eastern place as a seclusion
Jrom thent, Then We sent unto her Our spirit (Angel Gabriel) who appeared
fo ey as a flawlgss hurnan being,
She said: [ seek refuge from pou to God, The Beneficent One if at all pou
fear Him.

He said; Tam none other thar o messenger of your Lovd fo grant you o prere boy
Stre swic: How shail [ have a boy (son) and neither a lniman being has ever
touched me wor have [ been unchaste!

He sorid: So (it will be). Your Lord said: [t is easy for Me and We will sake him
et antiretculons sign for all people and o Mercy from Us, 1t is a decreed matter,
Soant she conceived him, and she hurried to a remote place but the birth pangs

drove her unto the teunk of the palm tree. She said: Oh, 1 wish [ had died before
this and had become o thing utterly forgotien!

According to the story mentioned in the Holy Quran, Mary brought
her son to her own people who blamed her but Jesus (the newborn)
miraculously spoke and said: Verses 30-35, Chapter 19 Mary:

Incleed, [ am the servans of Allah. He {decreed) to give me the Scripture
arid make me a prophet and make me blessed wherever | may be. And He
enjoined me to pray to him and give alms as long as T am alive and to be
virtuous towards my mother. He didi't make me insolent o wretched. May
all peace be upan me the day I was born and the day I will die and the day [
shall be raised alive,

That is fesus sor of Mary; it is the truth concerning what they doubt, [t is not
for God to take ary son (Exalted Be He), When He decrees a miatter, He but
says to it : Be and so it is,
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Adding Value

You Are Of Grear Moral Character
The Holy Cur'an V4, Ch 68

Chapter 5 107

Adding Value to People’s Lives

Muhammad encouraged people to love each other:

Muhammad (pbuh} said: “|
\ swear by God that you will
not be true believers in Him
unless you love each other. |
will tell you something if you
do it you will love each other. Greet each
other frequently and make it a common

habit.

And he said: “No one will become a good
believer unless he wishes for his brethrens
what he likes for himself”,

Also said: "Whoever helps a believer
overcome a difficulty, God will help him
overcome a difficulty at the Day of Judgment,
and God will always help an individual as long
as he/she is helping others” 1.

Adding Value

©

Meeting athers
with a bright
smiling face is an

act of charity.

Mhamimad (pEuls)

Greeting people is a message of peace: Muhammad (pbuh)
said: "Don't ever underestimate any kind act, even if you
meet others with a bright (smiling) face™. And he said; "The
one who greets others first is closer to God than the others"?.
On another occasion he said to someone who asked him
about a good way to deal with people: “Offer people food
and greet whom you know and whom you don't know”, #



Adding Value
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Muhammad used to greet people warmly: According
to authentic narrations,
Muhammad used to meet
people with a bright face
and when he shook hands
with others, he never
released his hand before the
other person.

Muhammad had a high sense of humour: He was a very
cheerful and optimistic person. People who dealt with him
described him as a likable person and at the same time he
was venerated and respected.

On several occasions he joked with his friends, his
wife, old people and children {including his own
children and grandchildren). At Muhammad's
time, racing (as running) was a common activity
to have fun. It was narrated that Muhammad
(pbuh} was seen several times racing with his

wife, his children and other children.

High sense of humour with an old woman:
It was narrated that an old woman asked
him to pray for her so that she wnuld
enter God's paradise. Muhammad ( ph,gh}
replied in a non serious way: “There are
no old women in God's Paradise” She
misunderstood what he sai

confused. But soon he ela
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will be young when you enter the Paradise (and all people

will be). ()

High sense of humour with his friends: Cne time,

Muhammad (pbuh) saw a sore-eyed person named

Suhayb (who was a Roman Muslim), looking miserable and

was eating a ripe date. Muhammad (pbuh) wanted

to joke with him in order to cheer him up so he

said to him: "How come you eat the date and your

left eye is sore?”. Suhayb realised that Muhammad

was joking with him so he replied: "Don't worry | am

eating it on the right side of my mouth (the side where the
right eye was sound).

Anas Bin Malek narrated that a man came to
Muhammad and asked him to give him a ride
on a camel. Muhammad (pbuh) said: | will
give you a ride on the child of the she camel.
The man replied: What am | going to do with the
camel’s child? Then Muhammad said: Are not all camels

the children of she camels?s

Muhammad cared for and loved children: Muhammad
paid attention to children. He used to greet them and
play with them. One time Muhammad (pbuh) saw a little
boy who was sad because his little bird died. Although
Muhammad (pbuh) was heading elsewhere, he spent
some time with the little boy to please

him and relieve his sadness.®
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Muhammad (pbuh) used to ask
parents to express their love
to their children by kissing and
hugging them and being fair with _
all their children. (] =}

Muhammad (pbuh) described a father who never kissed
his child as lacking mercy in his heart.

Muhammad loved his neighbours: Muhammad had a
Jewish neighbour who did not accept Islam and was not
kind to him. When the Jewish neighbour
became sick, Muhammad (pbuh) visited
him at his home, which softened his
neighbour's heart. Also, Muhammad
{pbuh) visited a Jewish boy at his home
when he became sick because the boy had
worked for some time as a helper or a servant for
Muhammad (pbuh).

Muhammad emphasised kindness to neighbours:
Muhammad (pbuh) told his companions that Archangel
Gabriel emphasized on being good to neighbours to the
extent that Muhammad (pbuh) thought that a person
would be able to inherit from his/ her neighbours.
Muhammad (pbuh) stated that whoever believes in God

11
and the Day of Judgment should be kind .
to his / her neighbours. On one occasion t{)\J
he said to a companion called "Abu-Thar™
"If you cook soup, cook it with more water =
(i.e. increase its quantity) so that it becomes K,/
enough to give some to your neighbours”.

Muhammad abolished bad social manners: He stated
on several occasions “the people of good morals are the
closest to him on the Day of Judgment and will be most
beloved by him" Also he stated:

“Don't hate each other and don't envy each other and be
brothers". 7

“& believer in God does not curse or swear or use bad
language” &

Mo derision or defamation: Muhammad (pbuh) recited
the following verses from the Holy Qur'an (considered by
Muslims as God's Words not Muhammad's own words),

"0 believers, don't disdain {(or ridicule or deride) each other
neither men deride men nor women deride women, the
latter could be better than the former.

“Don't defame one another and don't insult one another
and whoever does so and does not repent to Allah he or she
is indeed a wrongdoer™
The Holy Qur'an, V 11, Ch 49
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No ill opinion, evil suspicion, spying and backbiting:

“0 believers,
avoid much suspicion, for some suspicion is a grave
(serious) sin and don’t spy on one another, nor backbite
against one another.
Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother?
You would hate it. So fear Allah (God), He is the Most
Forgiving the Most Merciful”

The Holy Qur'an, V 12, Ch 4%

Don't pass wrong news:

“O believers,
if a transgressor brings you some news (that may require
taking action then verify it carefully before you believe him
or her and act upon it, so you don't harm people in ignorance
and then become regretful for what you have done™,
The Holy Qur'an, V &-7, Ch49

Don't cheat and be honest: Trading, buying and selling
should be based on ethics and should comply with noble
values such as honesty, perfection, transparency and
cooperation. Muhammad (pbuh) said:

“Whoever cheats is not one amongst us”

(i.e. among the righteous believers).
Marrated by Muslim, Abu Dawood

Lying or breaking a promise is hypocrisy:

Muhammad (pbuh) said:

"Whoever has the following four (characteristics) will be
a hypocrite and whoever has one of them will have one
characteristic of hypocrisy until he gives it up:

@ Whenever he is entrusted, he betrays;

@ Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie;

© Whenever he makes a covenant, he proves treacherous;

O Whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent,
evil and insulting manner.”

Muhammad condemned extremism: He called for a
balanced way of life, balanced views and rational thinking.
It is narrated that three people came to his house to ask
about his style of worship. Muhammad (pbuh) wasn't at
home and his wife spoke with them. They found his level of
worship to be less than what they expected to be practiced
by a Prophet.

According to their understanding, religious way of life
requires focusing on spiritualities and ignoring some of
the body needs or depriving it it from natural desires.

They thought that they need to stay single and
must not get married. Also, a person needs to
fast every day and perform extra prayers late at
night besides the daily prayers (i.e. permanent
change in eating habits and life style).
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When Muhammad (pbuh) knew what they said, he was
upset but he stated that he usually performed extra
prayers at night and rested like other people. In addition
to the annual fasting in the month of Ramadan, he fasted
for some time and he did not fast for other times.

Finally, he got married and did not like people
to stay single. He said:

*This is my Sunnah (the way of life that God
likes). Whoever does not accept it, he / she is
not one of us”.

Perfect balance in satisfying body and soul needs:
On several occasions, Muhammad (pbuh) called for
maintaining the right balance between materialism and
spiritualism. Body and soul’s needs must be satisfied in
moderation and in lawful ways.

He encouraged people to take religion as a
change to a better and easier way of life not
to a harder and stricter way of life.

" Also, he encouraged people to look after
their bodies and eat in moderation.

Muhammad does not like hardship: It is narrated that
whenever Muhammad (pbuh) had to decide on a matter
or an issue where more than one option or
alternative was given, he always avoided
hardship and chose less complicated ones
provided that it fullfilled the required goals
and did not involve unlawful things.

Adding value through sport:

Muhammad (pbuh) used to encourage his ions to
maintain healthy bodies and learn different types of sports
such as swimming, archery, horse riding and horse racing
(horsemanship).

In addition he participated in several running competitions
with his companions, a sport that brings happiness and
excitement. It is narrated that Muhammad (pbuh) used to
do running races with his
wife Aisha. She won the
race once and he won the
race on another occasion.
This activity reflects the
mutual love, harmony
and fun Muhammad
(pbuh) had with his wife.

Muhammad (pbuh}
allocated an area to be
a racing field in the western side of the Nabawi Mosque
in Madinah. Horse racing used to be conducted in the
same field as well
A mosque was built
next to the racing field
and it was called the
Sabag Mosque (i.e. the
mosque of the racing
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Priicliing vitin s gh haviacigee And in the earth, there are wondrous (incredible) signs

(indicating the presence of God) and in yourselves (there

Muhammad (pbuh) brought a Message of
are similar signs), can you not then see?

light and guidance that became the source
for civilization and scientific advancement
for many centuries. It commenced from a
divine revelation that had begun with the
word "Read". Within decades, it revolutionized
knowledge and all types of sciences in Arabia
and the whole world.

Ihe Holy Quran ¥2i), 21 Ch 51

Adding Value
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Muhammad (pbuh) added value to
peoples'lives by encouraging them
tolearnand seek useful knowledge.
He urged his companions to utilize
knowledge for the wellbeing of
humanity and not to cause mischief
on the earth. He linked that to
God's pleasure when he said:

The words; read, think, learn, observe, explore,
understand, ponder, contemplate, see and
reflect are frequently mentioned in the Holy
Qur'an.

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the “That who follows a way for acquiring knowledge, God
earth and in the alteration of the night and facilitates a way for him to Paradise”
the daylight are signs (of God's creative power) observe Narrated by Tirmithi
Jor those of understanding and discretion.
The ones who remember Allah (the Lord of
all beings) with reverence while standing and
while sitting and while lying on their sides.
And who reflect on the creation of the heavens
and the earth, and say:
O Lord! You have not created all this in vain,
exalted are You, then protect us from the
punishment of the Fire,

For many centuries, Muslim scientists were the frontiers in
pure and applied sciences. The language of Qur'an "Arabic”
became the language of sciences that were taught in
explore full-fledged universities granting degrees in chemistry,

; mathematics, calculus, medicine, astronomy, geography,
engineering, art and literature.

‘0 0-0-0

Some researchers acknowledge the truth that the western
civilization relied primarily on the Islamic civilization.
Without it, the western civilization would need at least 500
years to accomplish what it has already achieved.

The Hoby Quean V190,191, Ch 3
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Table 2: Contributions of famous Muslim Scientists

Scientist

Major Contributions

Algoritmi

Father of
Algorithms

780-850 CE

Mohammad Ibn Musa Al-Khwarizmi was
one of the greatest scientists of his time. He
was a mathematician, an astronomer and
a geographer. He introduced the decimal
paositional number system 1o the world,

He made a great contribution to Mathematics
when he developed Algebra (derived from the
word Al-Jabr) and “algorithms” who gave his
name to it. His name is the origin of the word
guarisma in Spanish and the word algarismo
in Portuguese, both meaning digit.

Geber

Father of
Chemistry

721-815 CE

Jaber Ibn Hayyan was a prominent polymath:
a chemist, astronomer, astrologer, engineer,
geologist, philosopher, physicist, and
pharmacist and physician. He is considered by
many scientists to be the father of chemistry.

He was the first to discover many acids such
as nitric, hydrochloric and sulfuric acids. He
described many chemical processes such as
evaporation, sublimation and distillation. The
historian of chemistry Erick John Holmyard
gives credit to Geber for developing alchemy
into an experimental science.

Rhases
(Rasis)

Father of
Physicians

865-929 CE

Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn Zakariya Al-
Razi. He was considered by many scientists
as the father of physicians. He was the first to
differentiate smallpox from measles.

He discovered numerous compounds and
chemicals including alcohol and kerosene.
Edward Granville Browne considers him as the
most original of all the physicians. He wrote
many important books which were translated
to different languages including English such
as "Al-Hawi" medical Encyclopedia, The Big
Pharmacology, Kidney and Bladder Stones
and The Book of Experiences.
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Avicenna

Father of
Modern
Medicine

980-1307 CE

Abu Ali Al-Hussein Ibn Sina is one of the
most eminent Muslim scholars in medicine
and one of the most famous Muslim scientists
in the world. He was a polymath and the au-
thar of almost 200 books on science, religion
and philosophy.

Avicenna’s two most important works are:
Shifa (The Book of Healing) which is a philo-
sophical encyclopedia based on Aristotelian
tradition and Al Qanun Fi-Tibb (The Canon of
Medicine).

The Canon is a 14-volume book classifies and
describes diseases, and outlines their assumed
causes. [t was translated to different languages
and was a standard medical text in Europe for
seven centuries (until early 18" century).

Al Jazari

1136-1206 CE

Abul-lz Bin Ismael Al-Jazarli. He is best
known for writing the “Book of Knowledge
of Ingenious Mechanical Devices” where he
described fifty mechanical devices along with
instructions on how to construct them.

Al-Jazari’s is also known as the inventor of
the largest astronomical “castle clock”, which
is considered to be the first programmable
analog computer.

According to Donald Routledge Hill, Al-Jazari
described the maost sophisticated candle
clocks. He also invented the water clock and
the crank shaft that transforms rotary motion
into linear motion.

f_ LATIN FIGURES: ’
(LIL LIV, V, VI, VIL VIIL IX, X )

ARABIC NUMBERS :

(125,456 7.89.10)
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Adding value to trade and commerce:

Muhammad (pbuh) encouraged trade
and commerce based on noble Islamic
values that denounce cheating, unethical
dealings, deception, fraud, monopoly and exploitation.

Adding Value

Muhammad (pbuh) indicated:

God bestows His mercy on a person who is tolerant when
he buys, tolerant when he sells and tolerant when he asks
for his rightﬁ, {Apriicabie for males and fermales - Bukhar, 2076/16)

The land had been left as an endowment
until now. The following picture shows the
wall surrounding the land of free trade.

Soon after he arrived in Madinah, Muhammad instructed
his companions to buy a piece of land and dedicate it for
free trade. People used to buy and sell in it without paying
any fees or custom charges. They called it Manakha.

Manakha means the place where camels are seated on the ground
in order to offload goods carried on their backs (for trade purposes).
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Adding value through etiquette:

Muhammad (pbuh) cared for
behavioral etiquette. He
taught his companions
that etiquette is part
of his example and
way of life (Sunnah).
In addition, many verses
in the Holy Qur'an urge on
tenderness and good manners.
Muhammad ({pbuh) indicated that
Angels get upset by what upsets human
beings. (e.g. loud voices, bad smells, etc.)

The following points summarize some of the Islamic
behavioral etiquettes:

* Do not talk loudly and do not walk arrogantly.

* Do not stay long when visiting a sick person, give him or
her time to rest.

* One should smell good when he/she comes to the
mosque.

# Those who ate garlic or onion should not come to
the mosque, so as not to disturb the others by any
unfavorable smell or act (e.g. burping).

® Be helpful and give space to others in crowded and
congregation areas where finding a free space is

difficult.
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Call others with the names and nicknames they like.

Put your hand on your mouth when yawning and bless
athers when they sneeze.

When talking to others, one should use the best and the
most acceptable words to them so as they like it. The
good word is alms {charity) in Islam.

Adding Value

Talk kindly to your parents and don't shout at their
faces, never say a bad word even “uff or fie” (the smallest
negative word in Arabic).

Children should always knock on the door and seek
permission to enter, before going into their parents’
room at certain times during the day.

If you are serving water to others, you are the last one to
drink (a preferred etiquette).

If you are invited for a dinner or a banquet, eat from the
closer pots to you and don't annoy the others,

Don't breath in a cup of water while drinking from it.

Etiquette with Women

Lower your gaze, don't stare at women or at passing
people.

Muhammad (pbuh) was seen bending his knees for
his wife Safiya to help her climb first on the camel by
stepping on his thigh.

{Narrated by Anas bin Malek — Bukhari - 2/20)
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Purification and cleanliness:

Cleanliness and personal hygiene

are essential elements in the Islamic
faith. Verse 222, Chapter 2 in the Haly
Qur'an states that God loves those who purify themselves.

Adding Value

".. Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in
repentance and loves those who purify themselves
(physically and spiritually)”.

The Holy Qur'an, V 222, Ch 2

a

"And your clothing purify.
The Holy Qur'an, ¥V 4, Ch 74

Performing ablution
before praying is an

essential requirement
for prayers. It includes washing
the hands, face, forearms up to
the elbows, wiping the head
and washing the feet.

In addition, performing "Ghusul”
(washing the whole body)
on a regular basis is strongly
recommended and is considered as part of Muhammad's
Sunnah ({teachings and way of life). However, Ghusul is
a must for purity on certain occasions (e.g. after marital
contact and menstruation).
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Muhammad (pbuh) emphasized cleanliness and
purification in all aspects of life. He asked his companions
to clean their homes and surroundings regularly. He taught
them that removing harm or garbage from the road is a
rewardable charity act.

Adding Value

Also, Muhammad (pbuh) urged his companions to maintain
high personal hygiene and cleanliness. His sayings in this
context indicate the following:

Dress in clean and tidy clothes but do not be prodigal
+ Use perfumes (Teeb) to smell good
+ Trim your nails, remove pubic and armpit hair

« Wash hands before and after eating. Do not touch
food after waking up until hands are washed.
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Miswak and dental care. Clean mouth and
good breath during the whole day:

According to authentic narrations
Muhammad (pbuh) said:

"If it did not trouble you, | would ask

you to brush your teeth with miswak

before each prayer.” (five times a day)
(Marrated by Bukhari & Muslim)

5
What is miswak ? \
Miswak is a commaon name for Salvadore persica

(tooth brush tree, alse known as the Arak tree), It is\

popularly used in Saudi Arabia. Miswak wicks clean between the
teeth and do not break under pressure, rather they are flexible and
strong.

The chemical analysis of Miswak shows that it contains many useful
minerals and elements such as fluorides in large amounts, silica, vitarmin
C and small gquantities of chlorides, tannins, saponins, flavenoids and
sterols.

According to analytical research, Miswak helps fight plagues,
recessicn and bleeding of gums. The Miswak stick releases fresh sap
and silica (hard glossy material) which acts as an abrasive material to
rermiove stains. Miswak can clean teeth gently and effectively, whitens

=g

the teeth without harming enamel or gum

The chloride content helps remowve the
plague and tartar stains and vitamin C

contributes to the healing and repair of the
tissues, It is believed that Miswak extract
relieves head ache, common cold, nausea,
tensions, and dizziness,
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Muhammad (pbuh) used to respect others’ views: ®
Whenever he gave instructions to his followers that were Tzu
understood or perceived in two different ways, he used to =2
accept both ways provided that both of them achieve the El
required goal in a lawful manner. S
L=
<

In the battle of "That Al-Salassel”, the Muslim Commander
Amr Bin Al-Aass was criticised for leading a prayer without
performing ghusul and ablution (he was in a state of
spiritual impurity). Muhammad (pbuh) listened to his
justification and accepted it. Amr told Muhammad (pbuh)
that it was cold that night and if he showered his body, he
could fall sick and could not lead his group.

Anas Bin Malik said that he served
Muhammad (pbuh) for ten years
and he was never asked by
Muhammad "why did you do this
and why didn’t you do that”.

Muhammad encouraged consultancy and democracy
{Shura): Muhammad (pbuh) always consulted his
companions and even his wife. He advised his followers
to be objective and use rational thinking. He empowered
them and involved them in the decision making process.
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When the Meccan chiefs, along with
other Arab tribes, planned to attack
Madinah, a Persian Muslim put forward a
proposal to dig a trench on the northern
side of Madinah.

Although that was a foreign concept never applied before
in Arabia and it was put forward by an ordinary person,
Muhammad (pbuh) considered it seriously and it was
approved by the majority of Muslims. They dug a trench
5.5 km long x 4.6 m wide.

On another occasion, (battle of Badr)
a commoner (an ordinary person) told
Muhammad: “O Prophet, if your choice
to camp in this area is not inspired by
a revelation, can | suggest we move to
another area?” The person put forward the reasons for his
suggestion and after consultations, Muhammad (pbuh)
welcomed the proposal likewise the majority of Muslims;
they moved to the other area.

faith.
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Respect people of other faiths: Muhammad (pbuh)
encouraged his companions to be friendly and transparent
with people of other faiths while maintaining an assertive
personality and clear understanding about their Islamic

Muhammad (pbuh} demonstrated how highly he
respected people regardless of their faith in several
occasions. [t is narrated that he stood up showing respect
for a funeral carrying a coffin of a Jewish man that passed
him and his companions. Muhammad answered a
companion who wondered why Muhammad (pbuh) stood
up for the carried body: "He is a human being” {regardless
of his race, faith and social class).

Interfaith dialogue and peaceful coexistance
with people of other faiths: Interfaith dialogue
can be defined as a two way communication

Grand Mwii of Bosnie Or Mustafs Cengc and
Bizhop Kewvin Manming, Cathofic Diocass of
Parramatia. Sydney Ausiralle 2007

or discussion
between
people of
different religious faiths
and traditions in order to
reach positive outcomes
such as moving from
suspicion and confusion
to understanding and
awarenessorfrom hostility
to friendliness.

Adding Value
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In the year 632 CE, Muhammad (pbuh)
received and hosted at his mosque
in the city of "Madinah” a Christian
delegation who came from Majran
{in Yemmen) to learn about Islam and
discuss the differences between Islam
and Christianity.
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Muhammad (pbuh) set guidelines and etiquettes for
dialogue and debate with others based on the Quranic
teachings which emphasize respect, wisdom, mutual
understanding and kindness. He recited the following
verses from the Holy Qur'an :

Omar Mosque and the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher, Jerusalem:

ki jnvite penpis] ko fse May o JORT ORI In the old city of Jerusalem, a great example of religious

wisdom and with "good admonition™ and reason i 1
; : S tolerance has been existing for many centuries. It started
(debare) with them in the best manner. Your Lord ;
when the second Muslim

Knows best who strayed from His Path and who i
received (able to receive) guidance.” rulq?r of the !Slam'c state
Caliph Omar Bin Al-Khattab

The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 125, Ch 16

took over Jerusalem (638
CE) peacefully without
shedding a drop of blood.

"‘And do not debate with the People of the Book except
with the best manner unless those of them who were
aggressors (unfust or exceeded just limits). Say (to
them): we believe in what has been revealed to us and
what has been revealed to you; our God and your God
is One, and to Him we are submitting”

The Haoly Cur'an, V 46, Ch 19

Omar was invited by the
Archbishop of Jerusalem,
Sophronius, to pray in
the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher. The Church
is also known as the
Church of the Resurrection
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Adding Value
Adding Value

(Anastasis to Eastern Orthodox Christians). It is the holiest
Christian site in the world. It encompasses Calvary where
the Christians believe Jesus was crucified, and the tomb
(sepulcher) where he was buried. It has been an important
pilgrimage destination since the 4th century, C.E.

In a remarkable gesture, Omar refused to pray in the Church,
saying: "If | had prayed in the church it would have been

taken by Muslims as a mosque or a worship place”. A mosque was built on that site where Omar prayed to
commemaorate this historical event (later, it was called
Omar instead prayed a few yards outside the church. His (
, Omar Mosque).
act confirmed the peaceful coexistence between Islam
and other religions. It confirmed freedom of worship for Caliph Omar entrusted the custody of the Church of the
non Muslims under the Islamic state. Holy Sepulchre, to 'Ubadah Ibn Al-Samit, a companion of

prophet Muhammad (pbuh) who became the first Muslim
judge of Jerusalem. Ubadah died in the year 658CE and was
buried in the "Gate of
Mercy” cemetery at
the southern corner of i
the wall enclosing the I
Noble Sanctuary. The 1

Sanctuary  includes | W ' o5
the Dome of the Rock )

Tomb of Ubadah lbn Al-Sarmit in Jerusalem

5.
and Agsa Mosque. ‘-;L (‘ N
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The Covenant of Omar:

Omar granted the people
of Jerusalem a covenant
of peace and protection
which came to be known
the "Covenant of Omar” It
has been mounted at the
door of the mosque along
the centuries and until
now.
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. The Covenant of Omar |

In the Name of (God) Allah, the Most Merciful, the Maost |
Compassionate

This is an assurance of peace and protection
given by the servant of Allah Omar to the people
of llia’ {Jerusalem). He gave them an assurance
| of protection for their lives, property, churches as
well as the sick and healthy and all its religious
i comimuinity.

Their churches shall not be occupied, demolished
‘ nor taken away wholly or in part. They shall
neither be coerced in their religion nor shall any |
of them be injured. The people of llia shall pay
tax (Jizia) as inhabitants of cities do (and as
Muslims do pay a similar tax “zakat”). |

ENDNOTES

Rivadh Al-5alihin {183/3), (245/2), Sahih Al-Bukhari {13}
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Chapters 137
Muhammad Gave Women
Their Rights

Before the advent of Islam, women had no civil rights.
Arabs used to give preference to male babies over female
ones to the extent that many fathers used to bury their
female babies or children alive.

No gender discrimination: Muhammad (pbuh) condemned
discrimination between male and female children and
taught his companions to love their children and raise them
properly regardless of their sex. In fact, he emphasised
giving more care and attention to female children until they
grow up and get married. Muhammad (pbuh) said:

“Women are the twin halves of men."!

Women inherit like men: Before Islam, women had no
right to inherit. Muhammad successfully changed
this custom. Females gained the right to inherit

like males. However, Muhammad (pbuh) did not
create the Islamic inheritance system, but he
conveyed God's Words (preserved in the Holy
Qur'an) which stipulate the portions for
each individual (male and female) eligible
to inherit.

, The word "Muhammad® in Arabic calligrphy being designed in an artistic and
o symmetrical way. The actual word looks like thnsj;f Letters M and H (which
f form the first half of the word "Muhammad” are symmetrical with letters M
£ and O {which form the second half of the word "Muhammad® in Arabic,
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Women have a unique identity: A wife
is not considered part of her husband's
belongings. She is a free person who
has a unique identity. When a woman
gets married, she does not need to
change her surname. Her identity is
preserved and her wealth and property
are protected by the Islamic law. When her
hushand passes away, she is considered as one
of the heirs and not a property that is inherited by
male heirs as it had been before Islam. {Before Islam,
women were treated as chattel).

A woman is not a sex tool: Prostitution and adultery are
strictly forbidden in Islam. Muhammad (pbuh) indicated:
When a person commits fornication or adultery then he/
she is not in a state of "Eaman” (faithfulness) {i.e. faith in God
has not yet established strongly in his/her heart, therefore the person
does not feel guilty or fear Ged when fornication Is committed), God
revealed in the Holy Qur'an:

“And don't approach (come near unto) fornication
{unlawful premarital or extramarital sex), Lol It is an
abomination and an evil way”.

The Holy Qur'an, V 32, Ch 17

In Islam, wearing headscarf and modest
clothing is an obligation on adult
women. In addition, lslamic
teachings forbid women from
using their bodies or femininity

for public leisure and sexual

temptation.

Businesses, commercials and advertisements that rely
on exposing women bodies for temptation and sexual
attraction are not allowed in Islam.

Islamic teachings block out the means that could lead
to sexual harassment, sexual assault, rape crimes, sexual
diseases, and other abominations such as nudity and
pornography.
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Get married!

Muhammad (pbuh) encouraged people to
get married and establish a family life. He
taught his followers noble Islamic values
which ban illegal sexual relations other than
a normal marital relationship between a man
and a woman.

A young man asked Muhammad (pbuh) to give him

permission to fornicate (have non-marital sex with a

girlfriend or a prostitute), Muhammad replied: "Do you
accept this for your mother?". The man
answered: "No". Muhammad (pbuh) said:
"Likewise people don't like it for their
mothers”.

Then he asked the young man the same

guestion three more times: "Do you like it
for your daughter, sister, aunt?”. Every time the man replied
no and Muhammad (pbuh) repeated the same statement:
"Likewise, people don't like it for their daughters, sisters
and aunts".

Then Muhammad (pbuh) put his hand on the man's heart
and supplicated to God: "Oh my Lord: fargive his sin, purify
his heart and grant him chastity".
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Muhammad empowered women:

Within his endeavours to empower women's role in the
society, Muhammad (pbuh) allocated certain days every
week for women education.

He urged them to participate in Islamic events, feasts and
prayers. Even housemaids could meet Muhammad (pbuhj,
talk to him and seek for his help or advice.

He also asked women to do a formal pledge (as men did)
since they were responsible to the Islamic law.

Women play a crucial role in society as they nurture and
raise the next generation who will form the nation. Muslim
women were empowered to take an active role in the
society without overlapping men's role,

Although priority was always given to the task of raising
children and caring for their wellbeing, women used to
work and participate in the social and political life.

O

Muhammad encouraged caring for girls/daughters:

Muhammad (pbuh) emphasised on several occasions
the good treatment of females and he described them as
delicate and "as fragile as glass”™. He told his companions
that whoever raises his daughters properly and fears God
in caring for them and guiding them to faith, he will gain
Paradise.
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Muhammad encouraged full respect of mothers:
A man asked Muhammad (pbuh): “Who would
deserve my closest support and companionship?
Muhammad replied: "Your mother” Then the man
asked Muhammad (pbuh) who will be after her?
Muhammad (pbuh) replied: "Your mother”.

The man asked the same question again and
Muhammad (pbuh) replied for the third time:
“Your mother” Then out of curiosity the man asked
the same question for the fourth time (he realised that
Muhammad wanted to emphasise the best treatment
to mothers). Then Muhammad (pbuh) said to him: "Your
father” {i.e. your father deserves your closest support and
accompany after your mother)2,

Scholars comment on the above story that mothers can
not escape three main sufferings ” (1) pregnancy, (2) labor
and delivery, (3) and finally breastfeeding and weaning.

Muhammad encouraged good treatment of wives : He stated
that if a man disliked one of a woman's traits he will be
pleased with another. And he said:

The believers who show the most
perfect faith are those who have the best
character; and the best of the believers
are those who are best to their wives.

This promotes love, harmony and mutual
understanding.

F
e

On the other hand Muhammad (pbuh)
disliked divorce; he pointed out:

"Among all the permitted acts, divorce is
the most hateful to God”

Should divorce become unavoidable, separation should
be on good terms and with kindness 2.

Muhammad loved his wife: Few years after his first wife
Khadijah passed away, Muhammad got married to Aisha
the daughter of his closest
friend Abu-Bakir. Despite his
loyalty to his late wife, he loved
Aisha and was honest to her.
He was asked once by Amr bin
Al-Aass (a companion): "Who
is the most beloved person
to you?" Muhammad (pbuh)
replied without hesitation:
Aisha.

Confirm your love to your wife: Aisha narrated that
Muhammad (pbuh) described his love far her

like a knot firmly tied in a rope. Aisha used m
to ask Muhammad from time to time “how ‘%
is the knot” and Muhammad (pbuh) used to %.

confirm his love to her. He said: “the knot is

still tied as firmly as it used to be”. %CQ’



144

Muhammad (pbuh) used to ask Aisha 1o send
a serving of food to the friends of his late wife
Khadijah every time Aisha cooked a sheep or
an ewe.

Muhammad mentioned to Aisha that no one was better
than Khadijah at her time, she believed him when he
first received God's revelation but many people did not
(some of his uncles and relatives did not believe him). She
consoled him with her money and supported him without
heszitation.

Despite the fact that some people may view
Muhammad's comments about his late { ot

wife Khadijah as it was triggering g e &
jealousy in his current wife Aisha,
he was a fair and a loyal husband
to his wives.

Muhammad demonstrated “
exemplar loyalty to his late wife:
According to some narrations, when
Muhammad (pbuh) returned to Mecca in
the year 630 CE, he asked his companions to
pitch his tent near the grave of Khadijah. That
was an expression of love and loyalty to
her.

Thiz ig the word “Muhammad” in

Arabic being designed in a formative

siyle which looks ke a fower. Couresy
. of Plastic Artist Farid ALAR,

P
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Muhammad and Polygamy

Muhammad did not introduce polygamy: In fact
polygamy existed before lslam without any limit in
number. It was very commaon for a man to have more than
one woman either as wives or as concubines or slaves?,

It is known that Prophet Abraham was married to Sara the
mother of Isaac and Hagar the mother of Ishmael, Also, it
is narrated that Jacob had four women, two wives and two
concubines® (Genesis 32:23-24),

to one woman: He was married to Khadijah
for almost 25 years and he was a father for 4
girls and 2 boys. Both of his sons died in their
childhood.

After Khadijah passed away he married a poor old widow
called "Sawdah” Her husband passed away after they
returned from Abyssinia, the country which Muhammad
{pbuh) sent some of his companions to seek refuge.

His marriage to Sawdah was a form of support for her.
Muhammad (pbuh} was almost 50 years old when he
married Sawdah who was older than him.
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Muhammad married the daughter of his closest
companion Abu-Bakir : Few vyears Ilater,
Muhammad (pbuh} married Aisha, the

daughter of his closest friend and most

supportive companion Abu-Bakir. The

marriage was an honour for Abu-Bakir

and Aisha.

Muhammad married the daughter of his second closest
companion Omar : Two years later, Hafsa the daughter of
his second closest companion Omar, lost her husband in
the battle of Uhud and became a widow. Omar preferred
that his daughter gets married to one of his trusted
friends but no one proposed to her. Then
Muhammad (pbuh) took the initiative
and proposed to her. The marriage
was an honour and support for Omar

and his daughter Hafsa.

Muhammad married a Muslim widow who was the
daughter of his enemy: Ramlah was known by the nick
name “Um Habibah" She was the daughter of the top
man in Mecca (Abu-Sufyan). Although Abu-Sufyan did
not believe Muhammad and fought him for 20 years, his
daughter embraced Islam.

5he was one of the early Muslims who
migrated to Abyssinia with her husband
and lived there for almost 15 years.
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Her husband converted to Christianity and passed away
there. She was left alone in Abyssinia, so Muhammad
(pbuh) proposed to Um Habibah and she accepted and
got married to him. Surprisingly, one year later, her father
embraced Islam.

Muhammad married Safiyya, a woman from a
Jewish tribe: Bani Al-Nadhirwas one of the Jewish /%,
tribes who betrayed Muhammad (pbuh) and L
worked against him. After Muhammad (pbuh) L
besieged them in their city Khaybar, they 7 %"

J —
surrendered. L

-

Safiyya the daughter of their leader was

amongst those who were captured. Muhammad (pbuh)
released her and proposed marriage to her. Safiyya
accepted and they were married.

Muhammad (pbuh) proved to all people that he had
nothing against the Jewish community but aggressors had
to be stopped regardless of their race or faith.

On several occasions and even after Muhammad (pbuh)
passed away, Safiyya described him as a loving and a fair
husband.
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Mariya the copt:

In the same year, Muhammad (pbuh) sent a messenger to
the ruler of Egypt who was Christian, calling him to accept
the message of Islam.

The ruler of Egypt replied with a polite apology and sent
Muhammad some gifts as well as a physician and a servant
or concubine called Mariya (Mary). Muhammad (pbuh)
accepted the Egyptian ruler's gifts. He married Mariya
and later on she gave birth to a baby boy named Ibrahim.
Ibrahim died when he was a little boy and Muhammad
(pbuh) was very sad about losing him®,
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Muhammad conveyed God's Command to control
polygamy: Islam didn’t forbid polygamy but it restricted
and requlated it. In Islam, it is not compulsory to marry
more than one wife but it is permissible for genuine
reasons.

A man can marry a second wife if he
can demonstrate full respect, justice
and impartiality to his wives. Verse 3,
Chapter 4 in the Holy Qur'an indicates
clearly that a man cannot marry more
than one woman if he cannot treat them
rightly and impartially.

Also, the verse puts a limit of four wives only for unbiased
and fair husbands.

Before this revelation, men used to have scores of wives
with no limits or conditions.

Limits on Prophet Muhammad: Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) was married to more than 4 wives before this
revelation. Being wives of the "Messenger of God” was a
great honour to them besides their being regarded as the
mothers of believers. God revealed in

the Holy Qur'an that Muhammad's wives

were lawful to him. However, no more

women could be married to Prophet G.I.IUH‘"
—

Muhammad (pbuh) even if he divorced
any of his wives,’
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Limits on prophet Muhammad's wives:

Muslims were not allowed to marry any of the wives of
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh} after he passed away because
they were like their mothers.

In the Holy Qur'an, God described the
wives of the Prophet as being unlike
other women (they should be seen by
other Muslims as exemplary and as the
maothers of believers).

If any of the Prophet’s wives committed
a manifestly sinful deed, the punishment
would be doubled for her. But if any of the
Prophet's wives devoutly obeyed God and
His Messenger and performed righteous
deeds, she would receive double rewards.

Muhammad’s wives had freedom of choice: :

God asked Muhammad (as indicated in the Holy Qur'an,
chapter 33 verses 28,29) to give his wives two options,
either be released (i.e. divorced) if any of them desired
the world’s life and its adornment, or stay married to
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and devote their lives fully
for the cause of Islam.

All of them chose the second option and all of them stayed
married to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). After Muhammad
(pbuh) passed away, none of them remarried.
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ENDNOTES
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Pt

Marrated by Tirmithi, According to other narrations prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) indicated that whoever had one or two or
three daughters and he properly looked after them (until they
become independent) he would get into God's Paradise,

The Qur'an emphasised in many verses that a person must be
goaod to both parents (e.g. Chapter 17, Verse 23).

Sahih Abu Dawood. See also The Holy Qur'an (Chapter 2,V 229)
Regarding polygamy in other religions, earlier, there were no
restrictions even in Hindu religion. [t was only in 1954, when the
Hindu Marriage Act was passed that it became illegal for a Hindu
to have more than one wife, At present, it is the Indian law that
restricts a Hindu man from having more than one wife and not the
Hindu scriptures.

5 For more details about Jacob family, see Genesis 32:23-24.

Muhammad (pbuh) was very sad for the loss of his son to the
extent that he cried in front of his companions. Being a father, he
couldm't hold his tears. Muhammad told his companions that he
would say only what pleases God and a believer should accept
God's fate,

Please see the Holy Qur'an Verses 50,51,52, Chapter 33, regarding
the wives of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

Al ]n
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152 Chapter 7 153
Freedom, Justice & Protection

“Mo compulsion”is an essential rule in Islam:
Muhammad proclaimed himself as a Messenger of God.
He received a Divine Message to humanity and struggled
to convey it to all people but he did not force any one to
accept it. He recited the Holy Qur'an which confirms the
freedom of belief and freedom choice for all people.

“And had your Lord Willed, all people in the earth
would have believed (all of them) together. So will you
(Muhammad) compel or force people until they become
believers?" the Holy Qur'an, ¥ 99, Ch 10

There is no compulsion in religion, truth (the right path)
has become distinct from ervor (wrong path), and whoever
rejects evil and believes in God has grasped the most
trustworthy hand-hold that never breaks. And God is All-
Hearer All-Knower. The Holy Qur'an, V' 256, Ch 2

Morality & equality of all
races: In Islam, all people
are considered equal under
law by reason of their being
members of the human
race. Piety and excellence
of moral character are to
be the only criteria for
individual superiority in the
eyes of God, Muhammad
{pbuh) put it in these
words:
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"Your Lord is One. All humankind are from Adam
and Adam was created from dust. An Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab nor does a non-Arab
have any superiority over an Arab except by piety |
{piety motivates good deeds)".!

Muhammad encouraged freeing slaves and introduced
Islamic regulations to eliminate slavery:

Slavery  existed before
Muhammad's time. In fact,
it was part of many social
systemns in the world. Slaves
were considered as assets
and part of people's wealth.
Since Islam protects peoples’
wealth and property, slavery
was gradually abandoned.

Repentance from violations of some Islamic rules required
releasing slaves or (buying a slave from someone and
freeing him or her). As well, abusing or punishing slaves
without a just reason required releasing them for repenting
of such a sin’. This had continued until slavery was fully
abolished.

Muhammad (pbuh) encouraged believers to release
slaves for the sake of God. On one occasion, Muhammad
(pbuh) saw a person called "Abu Mas'ud Al-Badri” hitting
and lashing his slave. Muhammad (pbuh) said to him
firmly:
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“You should know that God is more able and has more
power above you than your ability or power above this
slave”. Abu Mas'ud cooled down and said to Muhammad
(pbuh} in an apologetic language: *| will release him for
the sake of God"” Muhammad (pbuh) said to him: “If you
wouldn't do that, the Hellfire will touch your face”

Human Rights

Protection and security of people: Addressing more
than 100,000 people, Muhammad (pbuh) said in his last
sermon:

"0 people, believers are but brothers. No one may take his
brother's property without his full consent. Have | delivered
the Message? O Allah, my Lord be my witness.

MNever go back smiting each other's necks.
Verily, | have left among you that which if you
take it, you will never stray after me: the Book
of God and my example. Have | delivered the
Message? O Allah my Lord, be my witness”

All peoplestand on equalfootingin
front of the law: Muhammad (pbuh}
emphasised that all people should
respect the law whereas offenders
must be punished regardless of their
social status. When the law is applied
justly, all people enjoy justice and
security.
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For example, theft and robbery
are an attack on people's
properties. Offenders must
be punished regardless of
their race and social class.
Muhammad (pbuh) indicated
that no one is above the law
even Muhammad's relatives.
He stated clearly that he would
punish his beloved daughter
(Fatima) if she stole (someone's
property)’.

Judge with justice; the story of To'mah and a Jewish
man: On one occasion, an Arab man called
To'mah Bin Ubayrig stole a metal shield
which was part of a suit of armour and
hid it at the house of his Jewish friend.
The Jewish person was accused of
stealing the metal shield but he denied
the charge and accused To'mah.

As the offender was not known yet, many Arab Muslims
sympathised with To'mah and tried to influence
Muhammad's opinion to turn the case against the Jewish
man but Islamic justice prevailed, To'mah was proved guilty
and the Jewish man was proved to be innocent. In this
context, a verse was revealed in the Holy Qur'an asserting
Justice:

-

“Surely We have sent down to you the Book with truth 50
that you judge between people according to what God has
shown you (taught you justice). So don't be a pleader on
behalf of those who betray their trust”
The Holy Que'an, V105, Ch 4

Human Rights

Women's rights and obligations:
Muhammad ({(pbuh) reaffirmed
protection of women's rights in
his farewell address. He said:

"0 People, it is true that you have
certain rights with regard to your
waomen but they also have rights over you.

Remember that you have taken them as your wives
only under God’s trust and with His permission. Do treat
your women well and be kind to them for they are your
partners and committed helpers”.

Protection of orphans’ rights:
Muhammad (pbuh) conveyed God's ~w
Commandments in relation to orphans.
The Holy Qur'an commands for
kindness with orphans, fair treatment

and protection of their rights. X

Indeed, those who consume the wealth (property) of
the orphans unjustly are only consuming fire into their
bellies. For they shall roast in Blaze (burn in Hellfire).

The Holy Qur'an, Verse 10, Ch 4
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Muhammad (pbuh) said:

‘| and the person who looks after an
orphan, will be in Paradise like this” putting
his index and middle fingers together" 4.

Deliver the trusts to those entitled to them: Muhammad
(pbuh) was asked to lead a funeral prayer for a person, but
he first asked his companions:“Did this man
borrow any money or has in his possessions
M any trusts that belong to others?; they said:
< "Yes'" Muhammad (pbuh) asked them first
" to deliver the trusts to those entitled to
them and then he would pray for him. Verse 58, Chapter 4
in the Holy Qur’an states

‘Allah Commands you to deliver (render back) trusts
(duties) to those entitled to them, and when you judge
between people, to judge with justice. How excellent what
Allah exhorts (admonishes, cautions) you; surely Allah is
All-hearing, All-Seeing”.

Protection of heirs' rights:

According to Islamic law, when someone dies, his or her
closest family members are entitled to get stipulated
portions of the inheritance (wealth and property of a
deceased person).Islam does not allow a person to allocate
in the will more than one third of his / her wealth for charity
ordonation purposes, Thisis to protect the inheritors'rights
and ensure fair distribution of the inheritance among all of
them.

Muhammad (pbuh) visited one
of his companions after being
recovered from an illness. The man ‘ -
said he owneda great wealth and & . -
he had only one daughter as an heir . }_
(inheritor), He asked Muhammad if he i Jz'?"";( ..'1
can leave two-thirds of his wealth as a #20 -
charity. Muhammad said: "No”. The man said ) -
what about the half. Muhammad said: "No". ‘ -
The man said what about one-third. Muhammad

said: "The one-third (agreeing) and the one-third & -
is a lot. To leave your heir(s) wealthy is better than % »
leaving them poor asking for help” \

el B

Human Rights

=

No usury in Islam:

Muhammad (pbuh) said: “God has forbidden you to take
usury, therefore all interest obligations shall henceforth be
waived. Your capital is yours to keep. You will neither inflict
nor suffer any inequity. Allah has judged that there shall be
no usury (interest).”

“Those who charge usury are in the same position as those
controlled by the devil’s influence, This is because they
claim that usury is the same as trade. However,
God permits trade, and prohibits usury”
The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 275, Ch 2 M b
e
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Thix is the word *Mubhammad™ in Ambic being
designed in a formative style then repeated in an
artistic way, Courtesy of Artist Farid Al-Ali,
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Honor killing and bloodshed is
forbidden: Muhammad (pbuh)
abolished blood vengeance
(revenge or retaliation) and
vendetta (blood feud or dispute). At
his farewell address he declared:
“Every right arising out of homicide (murder) in pre-lslamic
days is henceforth waived and the first such right that |
waive is that arising from the murder of Rabi'ah (a relative
of Muhammad)".

Deliberate murder and killing by mistake: A deliberate
murder is subject to retaliation in kind, the killer must be
sentenced.

But, whoever kills some one by
mistake and causes accidental death
must pay compensation to the family
of the killed person. At the time of
Muhammad, the indemnity was
one hundred camels. Muhammad
(pbuh) told his people that whoever
asks for more than this figure is a person of the Era of
Ignorance.

Only fight those who fight you: Muhammad
(pbuh) taught his followers to be assertive
with their enemies, neither submissive nor
aggressive. He was inevitably involved in battle
fields. Muhammad (pbuh) set rules and ethics
of engagement with enemies in battles and
dealing with prisoners of war.
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He taught Muslims not to
fight civilians and not to DO NOT KILL
attack or kill children or civilians, children,

women or elders. He asked women and elders,
them not to destroy the

environment or damage
trees, DO NOT DESTROT

He always reminded them environment and
that their involvement do not cut trees

in battles should be on

assertive ground and for the

sake of God Who does not like transgressors. Verse 190,
Chapter 2 of the Holy Qur'an sets the basic rule for fighting
enemies and aggressors. It clearly states

“And fight for the sake of Allah those who fight you and don’t
transgress the limits. Verily, Allah does not like transgressors”

Muhammad considered committing suicide a major sin;

Muhammad (pbuh) put it in these words: “Whoever kills
him/ herself with a piece of metal,
he/she will be resurrected on the
Day of Judgment holding the same
piece of metal and killing him/herself
continuously in the Hellfire forever,

and whoever kills him /herself with
a poison he/she will be resurrected
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holding the same poison and swallowing it continuously
in the Hellfire forever, and whoever kills himself/herself
by throwing himself/herself from a high place such as
a mountain, he or she will do the same in the Hellfire
forever”?

Sanctity & inviolability of human lives:

Because God is the creator of life and the only controller
of it, He owns every creature’s life. God states in the Haly
Qur'an in relation to the first murder incident in the history
when Cain, the son of Adam, killed his brother Abel:

“For that We decreed for the Children of Israel
that whosoever murders a human-being who
had not committed murder or horrendous
crimes (mischief on the earth), it shall be as if
he had murdered all the people,
and whosoever saves the life of a human-being,
it shall be as if he had saved the life of all
mankind”.

The Holy Quc'an, ¥ 32, Ch 5

Muhammad condemned violence:
Muhammad (pbuh) never used
violence as a tool to convey God's
Message of impose God's religion.
Although he established an Islamic
state in Madinah, he never used the small Muslim
community who remained in Mecca to create trouble or
assassinate his enemies. In fact, he asked his followers to
respect the social order of the society they lived in.

Muhammad (pbuh) taught believers that whenever and
wherever gentleness or kindness is used in a matter, it will
add value to it and will bring good results. He also taught
that roughness and indelicate behaviours will spoil every
matter.
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O mankind!

We have created you from a male and a female, and have
made you nations and tribes that you may know one
another. Verily the most honorable of you in the sight of
Allah, is the best in conduct and most pious. Verily Allah
is All-Knower, All-Aware”.

The Holy Qur'an, ¥ 13, Ch 49. The Inner Apartments (Al-Hujurat)

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings
regardless of their race, sex, color, language, religion
and social status.

People are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
They should act towards one another in a spint of
brotherhood.
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ENDMNOTES
1 Riyadh Al-Salihin (1604/5)
2 Riyadh Al-Salihin {1803/4), (1605/6)

3 For more information about Islamic law and justice in Islam please
see httpdfwwwislamreligion.com/category/110/

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari (34/8)
5 Sahih Al-Bukhari (5778) and Sahih Muslirn (109)

Nelson Mandela the first president
of democratic South Africa, He
represents the struggle for a
demorcratic and free South Africa in
which all people live together as one
nation united in their diversity.
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Artistic  designs  from  the word “Muhommaod”® in Arabic.
0 Courtesy of Farid AFAN,
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The bowing tree: It was found in a
camping site in Nowra, South of Sydney,
Australia. It resembles bowing to God in
the Muslim's prayers. The lower edge of
the tres looks like the head of & bowing
person.

o
Y
!

{
t
"

I
i

Chapter8 167
Muhammad’s Teachings to Preserve
the Environment

Muhammad called for a green world:

He linked the preservation of the environment to the
belief in God Who created all beings. Therefore, a believer
in God can not cause mischief to the environment because
it is part of God's Kingdom. Harming the environment and
wasting or polluting its resources (water, plants, animals,
soil, air, marine ecosystem, etc) is not acceptable from an
Islarnic point of view.

“Any Muslim who plants a
seed that grows to a level,
people or animals or birds
can benefit or eat from it,
then this act is considered
CLERELELEY

{a charity that is rewarded
by God).!

Muhammad [Phuh)

Environment
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L “Verily all things We created are in proportion and measure”. ul
“... and everything with Him is in due proportion (measured)”. A X
“the work (creation & artistry of Allah) Who perfected all \
things (disposed all things in perfect order)”
The Holy Qur'an, V 49, Ch54; VB, Ch13; V88, Ch17, . ]

'! "Blessed be Allah the best oféreators” *
g faunaandflaka afe the creation of God

the gift of God to all
They should not be waste
‘monopolized.

“No Harm” is a general rule:

Muhammad (pbuh) set a [EEIUSRUENE T )RNTgN =
general rule for protecting the  [slETalaal=le BN (3] (RN [e] =
natural resources, preserving RUCIRFIVER-EIZER(sTol-1l B -1
the environment and securing  [RE= = IR {aTERG 1= T
people when he said to his JelR€ll BUTRESSNLE T
companions: removing harm  fram

people’s way", ¢

"You are not to harm or to
be harmed"3

Muhammad (Fbuh)

This is the word "Mubhammad" written in a
formative style of Arabic calligraphy. It looks like
green leaves from a tree.
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Muhammad emphasised water rationing and
condemned wasting and overspending:

Muhammad (pbuh)
stated clearly to a
companion (who was
performing ablution)
not to waste water
even if he were close
to a running rivers.

On another occasion
Muhammad (pbuh)
told his companions
not to pollute stagnant water or urinate in it8.

God said in the Holy Qur'an:
. ..Out of water, We made every living creature.”

“Verily the spendthrifts (wasteful people) are the
brothers of devils and the Satan has ever been
ungrateful to his Lord”

“...Eat and drink with no extravagance. Certainly
He does not like the prodigals (those who waste and
overspend).”

The Holy Qur'an V30, Ch 21; V27, Ch 1% V31, Ch 7

Add value to the environment: Muhammad (pbuh)
encouraged people to continuously add value to the
environment even if the whole universe is collapsing and
life is ending on this planet. He said:

"If the Hour came (i.e. the end of
the worldly life) and someone
had a seedling in his hand and
he were able to plant it, then let
him do it"?. Believers in God are required to
add value to the environment and protect it.
God does not like those who cause mischief
(on the earth) and destroy the crops and
cattle®,

“And seek the dwelling of the Hereafter and don’t forget
your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world and do good
as Allah has been good to you and seek no mischief in the
land, Verily Allah does not like those who cause mischief *
The Holy Qur'an V 77, Ch 28
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| Muhammad (pbuh) called
| for ethical treatment of
=8| animals: He was against
= detaining or confining or
restraining animals for no
. genuine reason. Also, he
1 didn'tlike lashing animals or
. hitting thern on their faces.
He used different teaching
styles to emphasise the good treatment of animals. (e.g.
direct instructive style, indirect style through story telling
and practical teaching by taking action in real cases).

Animals and all creatures form part of communities
like us: Muhammad (pbuh) conveyed God'’s Words in this
context. God said in the Holy Qur'an:

“There is not an animal or creature (that lives and
moves) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its
'y are communities like you. We have not
neglected anything in the Book and they (all cre
shall be gathered to their Lord in the end”,

The H-:_'-|:. I.__!'llr'.-'.:l. YV 3R, Ch &, The Catile
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On one occasion,
Muhammad (pbuh)
wanted to pass a message
to a person regarding
good  treatment  of
animals. He told him that
his camel “complained” 1o
him because it was loaded
with more than it could bear.

On another occasion,

Muharmmad (pbuh) said to his companions: "Whoever
captured the babies of this bird should return them back to
their mother (which was running like a headless chick).?
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Muhammad taught clemency with animals in action: In
the year 627 CE he was leading his followers and heading to
Mecca to perform Umrah (i.e. religious rites and worship).
Muhammad (pbuh) changed the route of the whole
convoy because he did not want to frighten a

female dog who was giving birth in a spot
blocking their way. That spot was close to
an area called "Hudaybiya" (which is still
known by this name until now in Saudi
Arabia).

Environment

Halal means more than Halal food:
Muhammad  (pbuh) taught his
followers that they have no right to kill any
animal unless permitted by God. It is only
with God's permission (to whom all
creatures belong to) that certain types
of animals can be slaughtered for human
consumption. Only vegetarian animals
can be slaughtered to be eaten with the exception of pigs
{e.g. cows, sheep, chicken and birds that eat no flesh).

Muhammad (pbuh)taught his followers that lawful (Halal)
killing of animals should be done in the least painful
manner: For example, the animal can't be slaughtered by
a blunt blade (it must be very sharp). An animal must not
be hit by a stone or slaughtered next to another animal
watching the slaughter process. Muhammad (pbuh) said to
a person who was slaughtering an animal besides another
one “do you want to kill the other animal twice?'?
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You will be rewarded for being kind to animals: A kind
act, even to animals, deserves to be rewarded by God.
Muhammad (pbuh) once told his companions a story of a
thirsty man who found a well of water and went down to
drink. When he went up, he found a thirsty dog (gasping)
50 he went down in the well again to fill his shoe with water
and bring it up to the dog. God was thankful for this man
and he forgave his past sins.

On another occasion,
Muhammad (pbuh) told his
companions that God had
punished a woman because
she imprisoned or confined
a cat until it died. She neither
fed the cat nor let it go.""
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The Halv Qur'an, ¥ J8Ch s, The Cattle
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Marrated by Bukhari (2320) and Muslim (1552) and
Rivadh Al-Saliheen (135/19)

Narrated by Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawood
Marrated by Nawawi, Mazini - Muwatta
Narrated in Riyadh Al-Saliheen (125/9)
Marrated by Imam Ahmad and 1bn Maja
Marrated by Nassa'i, Imam Ahmad and lbn Maja
Marrated by Bukhari

The Qur'an (Ch 2,V 205)

Rivadh Al-Saliheen (2/1670)

10 Marrated in Riyadh Al-Saliheen
11 Marrated in Rivadh Al-Saliheen
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“Say, O people,
I am the messenger of Allah (God) to
all af you

To Him belongs the sovereignty of the

heavens and the earth
There is no god except He (Allah)
He controls life and death

So believe in Allah and His Messenger,

the illiterate prophet; who believes in
Allah and His Words:

Follow him, that you may be guided”

The Holy Qur'an V158, Ch 7 (The Heighits)

God’s Miracle to Muhammad

Many  scholars  believe  that
Muhammad’s mission to convey
God's Message and bring pecple to
faith was harder than the mission
of many messengers and prophets
before him, The main miracle he
brought was the Qur'an which was
recited in original Arabic as a divine
revelation from God.
Despite the resistance he received from his own people
who spoke Arabic, he conveyed lslam to nations and
communities of different languages, cultures and religions
outside the Arabian Peninsula.

"Will they not ponder on the Quran? If it had been from
other than Allah they would have found therein much
nconsistency)”.

The H-:-|‘_.' 8, n, ¥V &2 Ch

Why is the Holy Qur'an considered an eternal
miracle?

; -
There is no human author for the Holy Qur'an.

Muslims consider it as Gods' Word and
His eternal Message to all mankind. They
believe it is the only book that contains the
Words of God without being rephrased

by His Messenger or anyone else,
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Unlike physical miracles that were
brought by true prophets and
messengers and seen only by the
people who lived at their times, the
Holy Qur'an is considered by Muslims
as an eternal miracle that can be
touched, seen, read and conveyed
from one generation to another.
Verse 88, Chapter 17 states:

“Say (O'Muhammad): “If the whole humanity and Jinns
were to gather together to produce the like of this Quran
they could not produce the like thereof even if they backed
up each other with help and support”.

The Holy Qur'sn VEE, Ch 17

Incomparable preservation of the Quranic text: The
present Holy Qur'an is identical to the one revealed to
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh} more than fourteen centuries
ago. Initially, it was memorized by most pious Muslims
(word by word and letter by letter).

Then, soon after the passing away of Muhammad (pbuh),
the complete Holy Qur'an was first compiled in one book
when Abu Baker As-Siddig became the first caliph in Islam.
Several genuine copies were generated and distributed to
different Islamic states or regions when Othman Bin Affan
became the third caliph 13 years after the passing away of
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

This is part of a verse in the Holy Qura'n, God says to His people:
Call Me and | will answer you”. V60, Ch 40 (The Forgiver}
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The concept of recurrence "Tawaator” confirms the absolute
authenticity of Qur'an because it indicates that the same
text was narrated by different groups of people and passed
from one generation to another without contradictions or
discrepancies or discontinuity.

Distinctiveness of Qur'an:
It should be noticed that
Muhammad’s sayings and
teachings were not mixed
with the Holy Qur'an
(which only contains God's
Words without any human
comments or elaborations).
Muhammad’s sayings and
teachings were collected in books which were called
“The Sunnah or Hadith of the Prophet” They include his
teachings, his way of life and explanation of the Book (The
Holy Qur'an).

Comparison between Hadith books and other holy books:
Most holy books of different religions are authored and
written by human beings with their own words and phrases.
Since Hadith books were
collected by Muslim
scholars and contained
Muhammad's own sayings
and teachings, many
researchers consider
them as similar to other
holy books.

The Miracle




The Miracle

182

For example, the Bible was written over a period of 1400 to
1800 years by 40 different authors. It is a compilation of 66
separate books, divided into two primary divisions: the Old
Testament (containing 39 books) and the New Testament
(containing 27 books).

The language of the Holy Qur'an indicates that God is speaking to
humanity. It freguently uses the pronoun “We" with verbs and the word
“Say” {i.e. 52y O Muhammad to them). Muhammad (pbuh) stated clearly
that what he recited as Qur'an is God's Own Words not his words.

Incomparable preservation of the style of reciting
Qur'an: When the Holy Qur'an is read or recited, the term
“Tajweed” is commonly mentioned or highlighted to
describe the knowledge that deals
with the rules controlling the way
of reading the Holy Qur'an.

Muslims trust it is not only the
Quranic text that was uniguely
preserved but also the styles in
which Muhammad (pbuh) and his
companions recited it.

The styles of reciting the Holy Quran are
documented by the names of the narrators
andrecitersstarting fromthose who heard
it from Muhammad (pbuh) until now.
This is across the whole Islamic world
and continued from one generation to
another generation until now.
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It is believed that “Tajweed” is a very
unique science not available in other
' religions. It reflects the highest level
of attention given by the companions
of Muhammad (pbuh) in order to
preserve the way he recited the Holy
Qur'an word by word.

The rich language of the Holy Qur'an: It was revealed
in original Arabic. Muslim scholars believe that Arabic
language is superior to many other languages as it is well
supported by a huge number of words and a strong Arabic
grammar.

This indicates that the Arabic language can be mare
precise than other languages in describing God’s Words.
For example, Arabic language has 28 letters, some of them
don't exist in other languages such as “Dhad"” which is the
heavy "D" and "Tau” which is a heavy "T".

The number of derivations from each original or root word
can exceed 100 derivations
and accordingly the total
number of words in Arabic
language may exceed six
million words. This is far
higher than the number
of words of most known
languages in the world.

The Miracle
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Significant Scientific Facts in the Qur'an formation of galaxies out of agglomerated
clouds of celestial matter in a smoke or

The big bang and the creation of the universe: gaseous form.

At Muhammad's time (pbuh) nobody knew anything about
the creation of the universe and the maotion of the planets
and whether the earth
was flat or round. Muslims
believe that God the Creator
of the universe is the only
One Who knows how it was

The expansion of the universe:
In 1925, American astronomer Edwin
Hubble provided observational evidence
that stars are moving away from each other which
implies that galaxies and the whole universe is expanding.
Also, it is an established scientific fact that planets move
in elliptical orbits around the sun and rotate around their

The Miracle
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dxes.
Fourteen centuries ago, the
Holy Qur'an mentioned (in One will be surprised at the similarities between the
a m'f“”"-”“ “"a“"Ef]' the modern scientific discoveries and the following verses in
e of the universe, the Holy Qur'an which were recited by Muhammad (pbuh)
the motion of the sun and more that 14 centuries ago and preserved until now.

the motion of the moon, the rotation of the earth and the
formation of day and night.

Modern science explains the
creation of the universe by
the "Big Bang theory"” which is
supported by observationaland
experimental data gathered
over decades. According to the
“Big Bang theory” the whole
universe was initially one big
mass then there was a huge
explosion which resulted in the




The Miracle

“Haven't the dishelievers known that the heaven and the
earth were joined together as one piece and We separated
them apart and We made every living thing of water? Will

they not then belicve? V30, Ch 21 (Prophets)

He, “the Almighty God”, turned to the heaven when it
was smoke and said to it and to the earth: come together
H'Himgf yor m:u-'i'.’h'm?h'. ﬂrc*r said: we come together in

WV 11, Ch 41 (Fussilal)

“And it is He Who created the night and the day, and the
sun and the moon. All (the celestial bodies) swim along
{float), each in its rounded course (orbit)”.
W 33, Ch 21 (Frophets)

"With power and skill We ermf the heaven and H e are

continuously expanding it.” V47, Ch 51 (Thar

g

187

Embryology and creation of humankind: Muhammad
(pbuh) recited the following miraculous verse that explains
the creation of mankind. Such knowledge was not known
at his time and the science of embryology was not yet
discovered 1400 years ago.

... He creates you in the wombs of yvour mothers, creation
nmr creation, in a three veils of darkness (threefold gloom).
This is Allah, your Lord. The Sovercignty is His. There is no

God except Him. How then are you turned away?”.

The Holy Qur'an, V &6, Ch 39 (Al-Zomar)

Modern science explains that there are

three layers that form veils of darkness

pa that surround the fetus in the womb and

' | provide sturdy and powerful protection

for the embryo; (1) the interior abdominal

wall of the mother, (2} the uterine wall and
(3) the amino-chorionic membrane.

£33

The Miracle



miraculously in the
following verse from
the Holy Qur'an

The creation
of humankind
is described

"Verily We created man from clay
(quintessence of product of wet earth), then
We placed him as a drop (of sperm) in a
safe lodging; Then We made the sperm into
a clot of congealed (solid) blood, then of
that clot We made a fetus lump, then We
made out of that lump bones then covered
the bones with flesh, and then produced it
another creation”.

The Holy Qur'an, V' 12-14, Ch 23

Surprisingly, embryo development as stated @

in the Holy Qur'an was found identical to the
discoveries of medicine science. Also, it was
found that bones
were formed before
the formation of
flesh, exactly as
mentioned in the
above verse, 2

189

In addition, scientists discovered that the hearing sense
for the embryo develops in the mothers’ womb before
the sense of sight. This is compatible to the sequence
mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. Verses 9:32, 2:76, 78:23 all
refer to the hearing sense before the sight sense.

“...50 blessed be Allah the best of Creators”.
The Holy Qurian, V14, Ch 23 {The believers)

Astonishing counting of years:
Verse 25, Chapter 18 (The Cave)
in the Holy Qur'an talks about the
seven sleepers and states that

they spent 300 years in the cave and additional "9 years”.
Mobody knew at Muhammad’s time why the verse didn't
state the total number as “309 years” instead of the above
expression.

Alsg, in Arabia, nobody knew at that time the difference
between lunar year and Solar / Gregorian calendar. The
Lunar year is 11 days shorter than the Solar one. The
amazing fact is: in 300 years, the difference between the
lunar year and Solar/Gregorian year is 9 years.

The Holy Qur'an is commonly printed in 604 pages.
It contains 80000 words approximately which form
6348 verses that comprise 114 chapters. The longest

and the shortest one is composed of 3 verses anly.
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Amazing information of future events:

19
ENDNOTES

3 Verses 23, Chapter 30 inihe Foly Curan state: 1. TheOld Testament was written in Hebrew 1500-400 BC. New i
E “The Romans have been defeated at the nearest/ Testament was composed in Greek and written during the E
E lowest land but they will gain victory within a second half of the first century AD. It is generally agreed that E
Pl few vears. Allah has the Command in the former case ;h; EEF ; ZT ::ﬂ ay; CIW TH tgc- ﬁrslt. GTSFQ{ Wity h.ﬂw:':n @
=@l and in the latter and on that day believers (in God) will e BIGE v, W EOE TOLNAIRaPes o 70N S aabetsol ol ©
L Si : : i have been the last one written, around A.D. 85. =

rejoice and will be pleased with the victory of God. He

helps to victory whom He Wills. He is the All Mighty, the 2, 5ee more information about embryology

Merciful”, www.quranandscience.com

www.islarmreligion.com

At Muhammad's time (Pbuh), it is virtually 3, Toaccess more information about the scientific facts in the
impossible for Arabs to predict how Holy Quran you can browse www.eajaz.org
the development of the conflict would
be between the two superpowers (at
their time) within the next ten years and
whether a defeated empire can restore victory within few
years. It is a historical fact that the Persian Empire defeated
the Roman Empire in the period (614-619 CE) in Palestine
area and captured Jerusalem. But within a few years, the
Romans had restored victory over the Persians at Nineveh
{a city in Iraq).
Incredible geography:
Surprisingly, the recent geological research found that the
Dead Sea which lies in the Jordan rift valley is the deepest
w};per saline lake in the world. It is 422 meters {1,335 ft}
elow the sea level, Its shores are the |OWE51T poir :
ﬂ::ace of earth. The above Qurianic
e Romans were defeated at the
™ Arabia and-fn-fact it included the lowes

- ¥ :\'h

Note: The m@mlﬂmbk uh:ﬂad’m"ﬂmi ahove) indica

nearest 5 ;
Tngs, ancﬂpwe e

This is @ testimony in Arabic calligraphy which was designed in an artistic way. it
states: Nwitness that there is no God except Allah and Muhamimag Is His servant
and His messenger.
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His Sayings

Fatied Death

A g Manking
Muhammad (pbuh) drew three lines on the sand and sard:
"This is the human being (whe has many hopes and plans
in this worldly life). While he lives to attain or accomplish
these hopes death comes to him".

{ Nawrated by Butchari, Turmithij

"Avail five before five :
Your youth before senility (old age)
Fitness before sickness
Wealth before poverty (needy)
Free time before busy time
before death”. (Rivadh Saliheen)

"The perfect believers ave those who have the best manners".
[ Warrared Ty Tarmitki)

HRAMMAD

m
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"Two graces, many people nnderestimare;
health and free (leisure) time". (Rivadh Salibeen)

His Sayings

s P

"Envy is forbidden except in two cases (vou wish 1o have
the same thing others have bur no bad wishes ro them), The
first one is a man, God bestowed on him wealth, so he
spends it righteously, the second case is a man, God
bestowed on him wisdom, so he acts according to it and
feaches it to oihers". (Buthari, 73715

A P

"Make things easy to people (concerning religious
matiers), and do not make i hard for them; give them
good lidings and do not make them run away”.

{ Bk, G311 |

- "Those whe do honest rading and business based on
clear terms, God Blesses them and their business (trade ).
Contrary, God does not bless those who lie and hide facts".

- (Bukhrt, 208222

e

"Your will not be a believer in God unless vou like for your
brethrens what you like for vourself™. (Bukhari. 137)

AN g

"Every Muslim should pay Sadaga (spend for chariiy),
if he didn 't find what to spend then let him work in order
to benefit himself and be able 1o pay charity, if he didn 't

find a job, then let him help others (this is an act of
charitv), if ke didn 't find anvone to help, let him do good
deeds and refrain from (avoid) doing bad or evil deeds.
This is a charity for him". (Buhari, 144530,

D

"When man dies, he gains no rewards except from three
things: in case he had dedicated a charity that people
can continuousty profit from or he had left knowledge
or a science that benefits the humanity or if he had left
a good (faithful) son who keeps on prayving and asking
Grods blessings and forgiveness to his parents",
{his ix appdicelde for bomh rmeles and fomales)

I'."r'r:rrn.":'r.l' i ﬂvil'u'\cn'u:m. T:I.I'fwr'ik.'._ MNevsia 'F..

His Sayings
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"Fear Alluh wherever you are, ensure (follow) a bad deed

with a good deed as it erases it, and deal with people with
high ethics". (Tirmithi - 1967 & Almad 5/053)

"Goodness (rightness) is good morality; and sin
(misdeed) is what embarrasses vou (i.e. vou are not

comfortable within yourself) and vou hate it to be known
by others". (Mustim, 1572553)

gl P

His Sayings

"A strong person is not the one who throws his
adversaries o the ground. A sirong person s he who
containg himself when he is angry”.

{Narreted by Bwkbars, Muslio & Almud)

"Whaoever believes in Allah and the Day of Judgement should
siry good (words) or keep sifent and whoever believes in Allah
andd the Dav of Judoment must honor {(be generous with)
his neighbor and whoever believes in Allah and the Day of
Judgment musi honor (be generous with) hix guest".
{Brkhari, GO0Y & Muclim 74-47)

HAEMMAD

{Please nofe all the ebove savings are applicable for bogh males and females )
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Sayings of Prophet
Muhammad in Relation to Food and
Medicine

Prevention is better than cure

Although Muhammad (pbuh} was not a physician, his
sayings in relation to food, healthy eating habits, treatment
with herbs and alternative medicine were collected in
books later known as “The Prophetic
Medicine".

Muhammad (pbuh) indicated on several
occasions the belly is the worst pot to fill.
Small meals and a few bites that satisfy
hunger will be better than filling the
stomach. It will help a great deal avoid
health complications.

He encouraged his companions to eat and drink in
moderation, avoid obesity and maintain an active and a
healthy style of life. He recited God's Words in this context.
Verse 31, Chapter 7 in the Holy Qur'an states:

0 Children of Adam! Wear your
beautiful apparel at every time and
place of prayver: eat and drink: but

do not be prodigal (waste by excess).

He (God) does not like prodigals

(extravagant people).”

His Sayings
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Muhammad prescribing barley: |

Today, there is a great deal of

research that demonstrates the

amazing health benefits of barley. b2
Barley grass is a whole food A
supplement, 4

His Sayings

!
It contains a wide spectrum of
enzymes, vitamins, minerals,

phytochemicals and all eight essential amino acids

including Tryptophan which helps prevent depression.

Muhammad {pbuh) recommended barley
soup (talbinah) for stomach disorder and
indicated in his undisputable sayings that
it helps relieve sorrow and depression.
His wife Aisha used to recommend the
close relatives of a deceased person to
have Talbina soup in order to relief sorrow.
(Marrated in Sahih Bukhari). ——

199

According to medical research, depressive illness is
found to be caused by a decrease of certain chemicals
or neurotransmitters in the brain that are responsible for
mood. Antidepressants stimulate chemical changes that
increase the levels of these neurotransmitters.

His Sayings

The three main neurotransmitters associated with
mood are serotonin, norepinephrine and dopamine.
Barley was found to influence serotonin in a positive
way that relieves depression. The prescription of
Barley by Muhammad (pbuh) 1400 years ago was definitely
a miraculous medicine.

W
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It is revealing Zamzam mineral water: Zamzam is the name of

% that Muhammad mineral water that comes out of a well 20 meters %
= (pbuh) did not 5" east of Kaaba in Makkah city the holiest place in <
o indulge in regular Islam. Muslims believe that it was miraculously @
(7)) wheat consumption, generated thousands of years ago when |brahim's son 7]
w but ate instead mostly barley and Ishmael was thirsty and kept crying and kicking the ground %]
L bread made from barley flour. until water gushed out { He was with his mather Hagar). -

It is discovered that whole grain barley has many health
benefits. It can regulate blood sugar, prevent tiny blood
clots, and reduce the body’s production of cholesteral.

It is slightly alkaline (pH=7.5) and has a distinct taste.
{Please note that drinking de-mineralized water such as
distilled waters will create an acid pH in the stomach and
intestines. Also, it will aggravate acid reflux).

food
‘B Muhammad (pbuh) said that Zamzam water is a blessed
S5 — = . water from God. It is a lavish meal and a healer from many
diSEHEES, [(narated by Bazzar and Tabarani).

e Ty o T'lﬂ!._'ﬂ:".r':l.' { | - _. | ; \

[

2 Mineral water is classified by the U.5. FDA or Food and Drug

— : Authority as having at least 250 parts per million (ppm)
':"': "‘q (total dissolved solids TDS).

5
Chemical analysis of Zamzam water revealed that it has
TDS in excess of 1000 ppm of ma/L. It complies with World
Health Organization (WHO) standards for potable water.
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It is a plentiful meal that contains a range of minerals
that the human body needs such as calcium (which
is needed for strong bones and for the heart, muscles
and nerves to function
properly), Fluoride which
is necessary for teeth and
bicarbonates which helps
food digestion.

Zamzam water is one
of the richest potable
waters in Calcium. It has
195-200 mag/L Calcium.
(this is about 20% of the
average recommended
daily intake of calcium far
adults).

It is higher than many
known mineral waters on
the earth such as “Evian” 4
(78-80 mg/L Calcium) and ‘)
“Perrier” (147-150 mag/L
Calcium)®.

Mineral water has a wide range of therapeutic functions
that can relieve and treat muscle and joint inflamration,
rheumatism and arthritis.

in a formalive slyle which looks hke a droplel of waler. Courlesy af Farid

1 This iz the ward “Raswl Allsh " (Messenger of God) in Arabic beimg written
ALAN
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Truffle as a medicine:

Muhammad (pbuh) said: “Truffles
are a kind of 'Manna' (sent down
upon the children of Israel) and
their juice is a medicine for the
eyes’,

Marrated by Bukhari, Muslim & Tirmithi

Truffle is a fleshy fungus mushroom-like plant that belongs
to the Agaricaceae family. It grows in groups under the
surface of the soil (2-50 cm deep) in desert moist areas
without leaves or roots. It has a distinct smell and can be
white, gray or brown in color.

According to the analytical research, 77% of truffle is water
andthe remaining partisa mix of protein, fat, carbohydrates
and other materials.

However, modern
science discoveries
indicate that the liquid
of truffles has an
effective curable effect
for many eye diseases
including Trachoma
which is an infectious
eye disease that causes
damage to the cornea
cells,

His Sayings




His Sayings
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Muhammad and olive oil:

Muhammad (pbuh} described

olive oil as it comes from a blessed

tree. He recommended his
companions to eat olive oil and to
anoint or smear it over their body
skin (Narrated by Tirmithi}

All modern scientific discoveries
confirm that olive oil is full of
health benefits. Most of the fatty
acid “building blocks” that make
up olive oil come from mono-
unsaturated fat (good fat) which
offers protection against heart
disease by controlling LDL (bad
cholesterol) cholesterol levels
while raising HDL (the good
cholesterol) levels,

Olive oil is wvery
well  tolerated by
the  stomach. Its
protective  function
has a beneficial effect
for treating ulcers and
gastritis.
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Extra virgin olive oil, from the first
pressing of the olives, contains
higher levels of antioxidants,
particularly vitamin E and phenols,
because it is less processed.

Today, olive oil is considered a good
remedy for skin problems and an
effective moisturizer.

His Sayings

Those at risk for diabetes are

advised to combine a low-fat, high-

carbohydrate diet with olive oil. J k
Studies show this combination is _
superior at controlling blood

sugar levels compared

1o a diet that consists
entirely of low-fat
meals.

over your bodies"
(Narrated by Tirmithi)

i I



The story of Suragah; a prediction takes place Suragah returned back to
20 years later: Makkah but he didn't embrace
Islam until Muhammad (pbuh)
took over Makkah peacefully
8 years later (year 630 CE).

When Muhammad (pbuh} migrated to Madinah with his
close companion Abu Bakr (622 CE), the Meccan leaders
announced a large reward of 100 camels for anyone who
could bring Muhammad (pbuh) dead or alive. Muhammad (pbuh) passed
away in the year 632 CE and
his promise to Suragah was
believed by his companions
as genuine and would happen
one day.

o
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His Sayings

Unfortunately Muhammad (pbuh} and
his companion were tracked down by
one of the Arab knights named Suraqah
bin Malik who was tempted by the big
reward. On the way his horse stumbled
and he fell on the ground few times, He |
considered these unusual incidents as
an indirect message that Muhammad
{pbuh) probably had been supported
by divine power.

Time passed until Omar Bin Al-Khattab became the secand
caliph (ruler of the Muslim state). At his time, Islam reached
Persia in the year 642 CE and all the treasures of Khusrow,
the emperor of Persia fell in the hands of Omar.

Omar remembered the story of Suragah and asked his
companions to bring him in. (20 years passed since this
story took place and Suragah had become an old man).

When  Suragah  approached

Muhammad (pbuh), Muhammad

said to him:" Do return to your

people and | promise you that one

day (under the umbrella of the Islamic state) you would

wear the bangles (bracelets) of Chosroes (the Persian

ruler). Suragah asked in wonderment if Muhammad {(pbuh)

meant the bangles of Khusrow bin Hormuz, the emperor

‘of Iran. Muhammad (pbuh) es with full confidence -
ong fe f Islam will reac

After prayer congregation, Omar said to Suragah: "Here are
the bangles of Khusrow, the emperor of Persia, this is what
Muhammad {pbuh) had promised you. Put them on and let
all Muslims see them so everyone
becomes certain that Muhammad's
promise is fulfilled.”

Suragah cried and every one wept.
Muhammad's prediction became
a reality 10 years after he passed
away.
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Prophet Muhammad Mosque Muhammad.. The Man
(Al-Masjid AL-Nabawi) Madinah, Saudi Arabia

@

History has recorded Muhammad’s sublime and humane g}

Note: The house and the tomb of prophet dealing with people. His call and teachings were based on 5}
Muhammad (pbuh) were joined to the mosque. amicability and fraternity. Adversity had no place in his _E.
w

conduct.

Michael Hart stated in his book
“The 100; A Ranking of the Most
Influential Persons in History™:

“Of humble origins, Muhammad
Jounded and promulgated one of
the worlds great religions and
hecame an immensely  effective
political leader, Today, thirteen centuries after his death,
his influence is still powerful and pervasive. The majority
of persons in this book, had
the advaniage of being barn
and raised in centers af
civilisation, highly cultured
and  politically — pivotal
nations ",

Epilogue

“It Is this unparalleled
combination of secular and
religious influence which
| feel entitles Muhammad

10 be considered the most
influential single figure in
human history”,

Muhammad  however was
barn in the year 570 CE, in
Michael Hart the city af Mecca, in southern

J@A This is the ward “Muhammad” in Arabic being designed in o formative style.



Epilogue
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Arabia, at that time a backward area of the world, far from
the centers of trade, art and learning ™.

“It is probable that the relative influence of Muhammad on
Islam has heen larger than the combined influence of Jesus
Christ and 8t. Panl on Christianity. On the purely religious
level, then it seems likely that Muhammad has been as
influential in human history as Jesus ™.

Muhammad, the leader: e -
4

Speaking objectively about
Muhammad, the French
writer and politician Al-
phonse de Lamartine wrote
in his book Histoire de la
Turguie:

“If the grandewr of the aim,

the smallness of the means, the immensity of the result
are the three measures af a man s genius, who would dare
humanly compare a prear man of modern history with
Muhammad? ",

“Never has a man proposed for himself, voluntarily or
involuntarily, a goal more sublime, since this goal was
heyond  measure: undermine  the superstitions placed
between the creature and the Creator, give back God fo man

and man to God, reinstate the rational and saintly idea of

divinity in the midst of this prevailing chaos of material and
disfigured gods of idolatry, Never has a man accomplished
in such a shovt time such an immense and long lasting
revolution in the world ™.

Lamartine also indicated that Muhammad didn't move
weapons and empires to create a material power but
he moved ideas, beliefs, and souls. He founded upon a
Book; of which each letter has become a law; a spiritual
nationality embracing people of all languages and races
in the world.
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Muhammad, the Messenger of God:

In the year 630 CE, Muhammad
{pbuh} gained victory aver the
Meccan chiefs and entered Mecca
peacefully. He returned home not
to live there for the rest of his life
but to clear paganism and liberate
or restore the original purpose of
Ka'ba (the cubical building that
was established by Prophet
Abraham to worship one God). He removed all idols
from around the Ka'ba and asked his companion
Bilal to climb on top of the Ka'ba and call:

Epilogue

God is Greatest, God is Greatest, | witness that
there is no deity but Allah and | witness that
Muhammad is His messenger.

Muhammad wanted the key for the door of Ka'ba so he
called Othman Bin Talha (of Bani-Shayba family) who was
the keeper of the Ka'ba key. It is important to know that
there was a treaty before Islam in which the honour of
being a custodian or a warden of the Ka'ba was given to
the family of Bani Shayba. This honour and responsibility
was passed from the grandfathers to the sons in the same
family until it reached Othman Bin Talha.

Othman Bin Talha was a new muslim at that time, Many
years ago he refused to let Muhammad (pbuh) even enter
the Ka'ba and pray inside it like other people since he did
not believe him. When Muhammad (pbuh) returned to
Mecca, Othman had no choice but to give him the key and
lose the honour of keeping it.

Epilogue
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At that moment many people asked Muharmmad (pbuh)
to grant them the honour of keeping the key of Ka'ba
and thousands of Muslims were looking at Muhammad
(pbuh} to see who would be the new custodian of the
Ka'ba key.

Breaking a moment of silence, Muhammad (pbuh) opened
the door of Ka'ba and cleared it of idols. He looked at
Othman Bin Talha and said to him (respecting previous
agreements):

"Today is a day of loyalty and piety ! Take the key back. As from
now and until the Day of Judgment, no one can take it from
you (family of Bani Shayba) unless he was an aggressor”.

215

A moment of fidelity that had lasted until now: You may
be surprised to know that the key is still being held by the
offspring of Bani Shayba family until NOW!

More than 1400 years passed and the key is still given
from one generation of the Bani Shayba family to the next
generation. Until now, no one dares to take it from them
otherwise he or she would be considered as

an "aggressor” according to Muhammad’s

description.

Mowadays, when the Saudi authorities perform their
annual cleaning and preparation of Ka'ba for the annual
pilgrimage, they
contact a person
from the Bani
Shayba family
(who is currently
a Saudi family) to
open the Kaba
door for them.

R I

Epilogue
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Karen Armstrong the author of "Muhammad a Prophet
for Our Time" indicated that we must approach the
life of Prophet Muhammad in a balanced way in order
to appreciate his considerable achievements. He had
important lessons, not only for Muslims, but also for
Western people.

Muhammad literally sweated with the effort to bring
peace to war-torn Arabia. His life was a tireless campaign
against greed, injustice, and arrogance.

Karen trusts that If we are to avoid catastrophe, the Muslim
and Western Worlds must learn not merely to tolerate but
to appreciate one another. A good place to start is with the
figure of Muhammad.”

Gold plated door from Prophet Muhammad {phuh) Mosque
{Al-Masjid Al-Nabawi), Madinah, Saudi Arabia
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Islamic art and calligraphy, Bahrain &

Digital Artist Peter Gould
Svcney-born designer & digital artist Peter Gould founded Azoon
(www.azoan.com.ou) fo explore his possion for contemporary
graphic design, arf, photogrophy and the rich visual & spiritual
fraditions of lslam. His fravels and studies throughout the hMuslim
waorld have inspired o unigue cultural fusion thaot is reactive
— te a world of misunderstanding. Peter's weork has reachead
e 1 - - many dudiences locally and abroad through exhibitions and
Phaoto taken by Peter Gould. Sultan Oaboos Grand Mosque - Oman collaborations with other orticts.
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Farid Al-Ali, Plastic Artist and Calligrapher, Kuwait

He is the director of Kuwait Center of Islamic Art and
one of the most known artists the Middle East for this
resourceful designs and inventive art. In 2005 he released
"Muhammadeyat’, a collection of 500 artwork designs
generated from the word "Muhammad” in Arabic (please
see below). The 500 designs are split into 11 groups {soft,
square, hexagonal, octagonal, etc). Moreover, Mr. Al-Ali did
a similar collection to "“Muhammadeyat”, but derived from
the word "Allah”.

221
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Mohammed Mandi, Artist and Calligrapher, UAE

With his unique experience and creative designs, he
was nominated to design the Arabic calligraphy on the
banknotes and passports of UAE and many other countries.
In addition, he was nominated to supervise calligraphic
designs in Shaikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, UAE
and many other mosques in the world.

5 E E An artistic design of the word “Mubhammad” based
on Arabic script (separate letters). It is the main
compaonent of the piece designed by Mr. Mandi which reflects transparent

harmony between the artistic designs of the weord "MUHAMMAD" in
Arabic and English scripts.

SedTl
Emue
=HHEZ
Emime
=IHDE]
3

MUHAMMAD
MUHAMMAD
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Haji Noor Deen, Master Calligrapher, China

Born in 1963 in Shangdong province, China. He is one of
the maost renowned calligraphers who created a unique
link between Chinese and Arabic calligraphy.

@3 i |

The drtistic preces indicate: "There is no God but Allah, Muhdmmad is
the Messenger of Allah' The dome in the bottom part is formed from the
staterment "Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”
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Celina Cebula, Decorative Artist and Calligrapher, Poland

Graduated from Pedagogical University in Cracow and
specialized in decorative art and artistic education. With
her distinctive talent to mix calligraphy with painting she
was able to reflect new meanings in her artistic designs.

The word Muhammad, the
Messenger of God In Arabic
mirrored over a colorful
background

"Unless you show mercy to others,  "Who does not thank people does
Allah will not be merciful to you®. not thank God"
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Muhammad Attributes Portrait by calligrapher A. Jaish

Award winning calligrapher Abdul
llah Abu Jaish was honoured to carry
out this attribute portrait in 2009.

*Hilya" is the Arabic name for the
calligraphic art particularly related
to the description of prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). The calligraphic
form of this “Hilya" is inspired by a
mosgque building shape with a recess
containing the Arabic phrase "In the

Mame of God, Most Gracious, Most

Merciful”,

The pnrtralt has a big circle as a mosque dome surrounded
ur rnall circles as pillars u ar itand has an oblong
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Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Abu Dhabi, UAE: it is the

largest mosgue in the United Arab Emirates and the eighth largest

"TEE]
-

mesque in the world, The masque site is equivalent to the size of five

football fields approximately. It canaccommaodate mare than 40,000

ippers. [t has 82 do
" — =}
gest carpet which measures 5627 m< and the

est chandelier (15 m high and 10 m diameter). The mosgue




Al-5aleh Mosque, Sanaa - Yemen: It is the Ic

rgest mosque
in Yemen. It was opened in :

08, withan o

The mosque was builtina ¥

vooden doors as

i
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque, Oman: It is the largest
masgue in Oman. It was opened in 2001 and includes the
world'’s second largest hand-woven carpet and chandelier.
(mosqu

- 416,000 s5q. meters, complex of the mosque
extends to 40,000 sq. meters).
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The Grand Mosque of Kuwait: Photo taken by photographer Ahmed Muslims fast sive Whole ponDi of Remadan ffom Suivise fo sURSeE. AEnignt,

Al-Amiri on the 27th night of the holy month of fasting (Remadan), The Musiims perform extra prayers and supplications,
maosgue gccommaodates maore than 30000 worshippers
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The Museum of the Islamic Arts, Qatar: Opened to the public in
Cecember 2008, designed by American architect LM.Pei the famous designer
of the Louvre In Pyramid. The displaved artifacts in the museum reflect the

plurality and diversity 0 the arts of the lsfamic world,
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The Jumeirah Mosque, Dubai, UAE:
maosgues in Dubar v

ch reflects modern fsfamic

of the most attractive
itecture.

in 1988

Ahmed Al-Fateh Mosque, Kingdom of Bahrain

by the late Amir of Bah

1. Sheikh Issa bin Salmean
ers and If can
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King Hu
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ssein Mosque,
fthe o -

-
Amman, Jordan:
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Al-Agsa Mosque, Jerusalem: it is believed by Muslims that it is the Agsa Mosque/ Sanctuary is about 14.4 Hectare or 144000 m2. it includes two
second mosgue placed on the earth for humanity to worship one God (Note: important shrines, the "Qibli Masjid” (where the Imam usually leads the prayers

i 2 ¥ Pl re %
the first one is the sacred mosque in Meccal. Al-Agsa Mosqgue is a sacred place and the "Dorme of the Rock™

for Muslims and used to be the first Qiblah in Islam (the place Muslims used Dome of the Rock - Jerusalem: it is an lslamic shrine and g m osque
o direct Leir it built in the period of 688-692 CE by the Umayved Calioh Abdul Malik Bin
Marwan over the rock that is believed by Muslims the place where Prophet
Muhammad {pbuh) ascended to the Heavens. It is an octagon building with

[} II| [ - ' i ik T 4] I \f hip 3 } - F .|'__,: . Ir’ i
bullt by Prophet Abraham {pbuh) to worship one Godl, The total area of Al a golden dome of 29.4m diameter,

s fowards (T when praying fo Godl. . After Quranic revelation
from Gogd, Musiims were commanded o change the “Qiblah” rowards the
Muosque of Sanctudry in Makkah which has the Kaaba (the cubleal bullding
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Qibli Masjid




Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, Syria

The Ummayad Mosque, established (706 -715 CE} under the Umanead calich Al
Walid, It Is one of the largest and oldest masgues in the world that heas a great
architectural importance (mosgue interior is aoprox $000m-,

The mosgie holds o shrine which is believed to contain the head of 5t. John
The Baptict (Prophet Yahya in Arabicl, honored as a prophet by Musfims and
Christions alike. In 2007 Pope John Faul Il visited the mosque, primarily to visit
thee reltcs of Sohn The Baplist, It wias the first Hime a pope paid o visit to o mosgue.
The minaret in the southeast comer is called the Minaret of Jesus as many
Muslims believe that when Jesus returns, he will descends near this Mingret.
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The Great Mosque of Samarra, Irag

It is @ 9th century mosgue which is located in the Irogi ity of Samarrg. The
mosque was cormimissioned in 848 and completed in 857 by the Abbasid Caliph
AlMutawakiil

The Great Mosque of Samarma was atone ime the largest mosgue in the world)
its minaret, the Malwiva Tower, is a vast spiralling cone (shaill shaped) 52 meters
high and 33 meters wide with a spiral ramp. The mosque had 17 aisles, and its
wills were panelled with mosaics of dark Blue glass. Minaret s in the style of
Balwlonian ziggurat,
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Sultan Ahmet Mosque - Turkey: It is better known as the "Blue Mosque’,
with cascading domes and six slender minarets. Commissioned by Sultan

Ahmet of the Ottorman Empire in the 17th century {Construction began in 1609
and took seven years),

-




Ayasofya, Istanbul, Turkey :

Aya Sofya (Hogio Sophia) in Istanbul — Turkey, It is a former Byzantine
church then served as an Ottoman masque for approx 500 vears. Now it [s
a museum and a major tourist attraction place.
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Taj Mahal, Agra, India : This is not @ mosgue, but a mausoleum (burial building A Jama Masjid in New Delhi, India The largest mosque in India, built in 1656

of his wife, Due to its unigue architectural

impaortant tourist gttractions in the world.

that reflects the Islamic Architechture) built by Shah Jahan (15821566} in memory ¥ Red Fort, Agra, India

design, it is considered as ane of the most







A Sultan Mosque, Singapore  Sultan O, A. Saifuddin Mosque, Brunei W A Turkish Mosque in Tokyo, Japan Mosgue in Pattani, Thailand W
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A Kuantan Mosgue in Malaysia Masque in Perak in Maiaysia W

Putrajaya Mosque, Malaysic W
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AI—Azhaf Mﬂsque in Cmm Egypr Established in 971 CE, connected
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- ' Alhambra Calat, Spain: Also called "the red fortress” It is a palace
.; -

a and fortress complex, constructed during the ruling of the Muslim Sultan of
o Granada (1353-1391 CE). Today it is one of Spain's major tourist attractions
: exhibiting the most famous lslamic architecture in Spain.
#!.fl Note: Within Alhambra, the Palace of Roman Empercr Charles ¥ was erected in 1527 CE.
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The Hassan Il Mosque, Casablanca, Morocco: it was completed in
1993, Designed by French architect Michel Pinseaw. The Great Mosgue's mingret is
the tailest structure in Mor nd the tallest minaret in the world (210 meters ).
At night, dasers shine a beam from the top of the minaret foward the Mosque of
Sanctuary in Mecca. (Capacity: 25000 worshippers).
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The Kairaouine Mosque, Fes, Morocco: Founded in 987 CE. It is the
second largest mosgue in Moro {after the new Hassan If Mosgue in Casablanca)
and one of the aldest universities in the world. Also, itis the oldest [sigmic monument
in Fes,
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A Kipchak Mosgue in Ashgabot Turkmenistan  Azadi Mosque i




A Kul Sharif Mosque in Kazan Russia  Mosque in Kazkhstan W Mosque in US, Stockholm mosque, Sweden W
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T o &L Note: In isiam there are five
~ ,:»*;-‘,. preyers aday. The following
' ‘i’” 1;‘;31 i5 a translation af the words
d, & : J. !. ;;:.‘f_—i of the “Azaan” (call for each
=Y . 'b "rL' lu b I i_-;ﬂ* preeer). Each staferment is
y i Fi -"'ﬂ‘i T rf.D&'L'J.'erJ:L.*-frce"-ﬁl'-'{rr'! s the
' J i n‘ A o Greatest. | bear witness that
J Y o wakn  thereisno deity but Allah. | bear
i '\"‘q t'_; w 1 - ’.‘f witness thot Muhammad is the
- £ 1
ii ' il_ M[j | TR 1Y e Messenger of Allah. Come to the
’-'{ﬁ? prayer, Come fa the real success,

$7%  Allahis the Greatest. There is no
A deity but Allah,
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The Grand Mosque of Paris, France: It is the largest mosque in France

Mosque in Penzberg, Germany: The minaret is engraved with words of the
It wias founded after Wond War [ Inaugurated on 15 fuly 1926

Axgan” the Muslim call for the dolly prayers. The Arabic calligraphic design was made
b awetrd winner calligrapher Mohommed Mandi from LIAE,
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A Grand Mosque in Indonesia Hui Mosque in Ningxia, China W
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A Great Mosquein Touba, Senegal ~ Mosque Faisal, Cohakry, Guinea W A Mosque in Bobo Dioulasso Burkina Faso - Djenné Mosque in Mali W

it g rﬂ'ebuﬂdw
m’n a distanee. Two runem‘iw’ﬁ
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The Prophet of Islam

MUHAMMAD

“My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s
most influential persons may surprise some readers and
may be questioned by others, but he was the only man
in history who was supremely successful on both the
religious and secular levels”.

Michael H. Hart

Author of : The 100, A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History




